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titled to recover in any eourt any fee or
charge in connection with a contract unless
the contract is for less than £1,000. Conse-
quently the striking out of the Institution of
Surveyors would prevent a survevor from
suing for fees in a court of law unless the
eontract was for less than £1,000.

Hen. H. 8. W. Parker: No. The measure
applies only to construction of buildings.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I would suggest
that the reason why these institutions have
been included here is that they have torn the
Bill to shreds and pointed out the fallacy of
the whole thing. They are now included
with a view to keeping them quiet.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-
went—

That in subparagraph (i} the words ‘‘the
Australasian Institution of Mining and Metal-
Jurgy’? be struek out.

I eannot see any justification for the inclu-
sion of this organisation,

Amendment put, and a division called for,

The CHATRMAN: Before tellers are ap-
pointed, I shall cast my vote with the ayes.

Division taken with the following re-
sult :—
Aves .. 1
Noes .. 12
Abie.. .. ... .. oo v .. 0
ATESN,
Hon, C. F, Baxter Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon, J. Cornsll Hon. J. Nichnlson
Hon. E. H, H. Hall Houn, H. 8. W. Parker
1{on. V. Hamersley Hou. C. H. Wittenoprm
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. J, Yelland
Hop, W. J. Mana Hon. E. H. Angelo
{Teller.)
Nogs,
Hon. L. B, Delton Haon. W, H. Kitson
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon., J. M, Drew Hnan. H. V. Piesse
Han. C. G. Elliott Hen. H. Seddon
ffon. J. 7. Franklin Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. E. H. Gray
{Peller.)

The CHATRMAN: The voting being
equal, the question passes in the negative.

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. H. S. W, PARKER:
amendment—

I move an

That subparagraph (ii} be struck cut.

One has only to read the paragraph to see
how absurd it is. The words are quite un-
necessary.
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The CHATRMAN: When speaking to the
second reading, 1 said that this was a Bill
that Jack built. It looks like it.

Hon, L. B. Boltop: It might be better for
me at this stage te ask the Committee to
report progress.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 925 p.m.

Degislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 22nd October, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,500,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER {Hon. . Collier—Boul-
der) [4.33]: T move—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders be
suspended ns is necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committecs of Supply and Ways and
Means to e reported and adopted on the same
day on whieh they shall have passed those Com-
mittees, and also the pasging of a Supply Bill
through all its slages in one day.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Commitiee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr. Sleeman in the Chair,
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The PREMIER: I move—

That there be granted to IHis Majesty on ac-
count of the services of the year ending 30th
Jqune, 1936, a sum not c\:ceedmg £1,500,000.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported, report

Commitiece of Ways and Means.
The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Sleeman in
the Chair,

The PREMIER: I move—

That towards making good the supply granted
to His Majesty for the services of the year
ending on 30th June, 1936, a sum not exceeding
£1,200,000 be granted out of Congolidated Rev-
enue, and £300,000 from the General Loan
Fund.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

Bill introduced, elc.
.In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Health Act Amendment.
2, Divorce Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—ELECTORAL.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL_FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. . Collier—Boul-
der) [4.44] in moving the second readmg
said: This is a necessary measure, arising
out of the Budget. The present taxation Aet
expires on the 31st December. Last year
when this legls!atlon was under consideration
an assurance was given by the Acting Pre-
mier, Mr. MeCallum, that the rates of the tax
would be carefully reconsidered this year.
That has been dene and, with every de-
gire to redunce taxation, I regret that fin-
ances will not permit us to do so. On sev-
eral occasions reeently the suggestion has
‘been made that we should reduce taxation,

[ASSEMBLY.)

whieh is regarded as too high. Aectually
our State taxation is well below the aver-
age of all the States, and is, in faet, the
lowest in the Commeonwealth, except Tas-
mania. I shall quote some figures ex-
tracted from the report of the Common-
wealth Grants Commission to justify that
statement. In the year 1931-32, our taxa-
tion per head of population was £3 6s. 4d.,
in- Tasmania it was £3 3s, and the
average  over all the States -was £4
19z, 6d: - All these fipures are per head
of population. - In 193233 the faxation
collections in New South Wales repie-
sented £6 19s. 4d.; in Waestern- Australia
£3 11s. 10d. and in Tasmania £3-10s. 9d.,
while the Commonwealth average was
£5 125. 6d. For the finaneial year 1933-34
the taxation collections in New South
Wales were £3 8s. 8d, in Western Aus-
tralia £4 3s. 4d., in Tasmanpiz £3 17s. 14,
and the average for the whole of Ausfra-
lia was £5 2= 8d. It will interest members
to have the details regarding all States,
which are as follows:—

Tarativn Collertions per oot of Populatiun.

New South| .. - Queens. South
Vear Wuales. Victoriu. land. Anstraliu.
£ ad. 1l £ = d £ B, £ s d,
103132 L, 5id 9 £ 38 3 110 5 6 &
1932-33 ... 619 4 l 411 4 319 2 414 4
1033 -34 ., 5 & .\‘l 412 9 § 1 6 5 0 5
Year. ‘\':t::::ﬁ: Tasmanis. Average.
€ s.d, | £ = d [ NN
1931=-32 ., 36 4 38 0 419 6
1932-31 ... 311 10 310 9 512§
103335 .. | 4 3 4] 317 1 5o B
o |
Taking the average of income taxation
paid for all the States as 100, Wes-

tern Australia’s taxation represents 85 on
account of ineome from personal exertion
and 72 for properiy income. I think those
figures should be taken into consideration
by those who are inclined to eriticise what
they allege is the heavy and excessive taxa-
tion imposed in this State. They shounld
be tuken into consideration hy those wke
refuse to pass Bills because they allege we
are a heavily-taxed State. That assertion
is entirely contrary to the faets. T would
like to be able to take some members of
another place and, perhaps, some in this
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Chamber, who eriticise our rate of taxa-
tion, to a meeting of the Loan Coumeil, and
there have to defend our position as a tax-
paying people in comparison with the posi-
tion confronting the taxpayers in the other
States, In their inquiry in 1934, the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission made an
exhaustive examination respecting the
taxation paid in all States in 1932-33, that
being the year for which the lastest reliable
ligures were available, In their report they
stated—

We, therefore, think it is safe to iufer that

South Auwstralia should be enabled to reduce
severity of taxation by 5 per cent.; that Tas-
mania could, without hardship, increase taxa-
tion over the 1932-33 level by 5 per cent.; and
Western Australia by 30 per cent.
That is where we get to. That statement
was extracted from their summing up re-
specting the task allotted to them. Nei
only did they suggest that Western Aus-
tralia c¢ould, without hardship, inerease
taxation over the 1932-33 level by 30 per
vent., but, in their recommendations, they
deducted £400,000 from the grant proposed
for this State. Had Western Australia
been on the same level per head of popu-
lation as the other States, our grant would
have been in the vieinity of £400,000
greater than that which was recommended
by the Commission. In effect, on the
basis of their own ecalculations as set out
in their report, the Commonwealth Grants
Commission deducted £400,000 from the
grant for this State because they copsid-
ered, after investigation, that we were 30
per cent. below the average taxation level
of Australia.

Hop. €. G. Latham: They would have
found another execuse it we had taxed our
people.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but
these are the figures on which they based
their report, and they are worthy of exam-
ination. 1 mention the point here because
it }s a matter in which so many are inter-
ested. Many are inclined to say—this
applies to some newspapers as well—with-
out an examination of the facts, that Wes-
tern Australin is a heavily-taxed State.
We are heavily taxed, but not at all in
comparison with other States. All things
are comparative. At meetings of the Loan
Council, if I ask for a cerfain amount to
be provided for this State, whether other
members of the Loan Council will agree or
disagree to the request, will depend largely
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upon the question, **Has your State tazed
your people up to the smne limit as we
have tuxed our peoplei’® For instance, it
could not be expected that the Premiers
of Queensland, New South Wales and the
other States, whose taxation level per head
of population is considerably above ‘that
of Western Australia, would agree that a
certain amount of money should be raised
to meet the requirements of the State dur-
ing the ensuing year. After all; let, us
understand just what the Loan. Council
means. The Couneil meet to raise the
necessary funds required to finance the
States and the Commonwealth during
the year. That covers deficits in
the State budgets, as well as loan
funds required to earry on public
works. It is useless for any Premier
to tell the Lean Council that he wants just
so much.  All the faets and figures disclos-
ing the financial position of his State must
be eclearly set out before the eouncil, the
members ‘of which know more about the de-
tails of the State finances than the vast ma-
jority of members.

Mr. Sampson: Still, there is greater de-
velopmental work to be undertaken here,
and additional taxzation would be most un-
fair,

The PREMIER : Of course; but does not
the hon. member realise that if that point
were raised, the Premiers of the other
States would say, “Yes, but we are carrying
on developmental works, too."” The facis as
they exist have to be faced,

Mr. Sampson: But the older State: are
more developed.

The PREMIER: The trouble is you are
talking with younger men who do not
trouble much about the older men and what
has happened in the past. It is all very
well to make such a point, but the hon.
member must realise what reply we could
expect from the representatives of the other
States. I am afraid that argoment would
not earry much weight alihough, in prin-
ciple, it may be quite correct. However, I
have pointed out that because of the taxa-
tion level in this State, the Commonwealth
Grants Commission deducted £400,000 from
the grant for Western Aunstralia arising out
of the considerations I have indicated.
Sinee then, Western Australia has increased
the financial emergency tax collections.
Nevertheless, our taxation on income is still
well below the Australian average. I make
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that point for the information of crities who
suggest that Western Australia is overtazed.
In their most recent inquiry, the Grants
Commission examined the rates of taxation
paid in all States. They found that, tak-
ing 100 as the average for all States, the
Waestern Australian figure was 87.

Hon. N, Keenan: Does that include the
Commonwealth figures, too?

The PREMIER: No, only the States.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What was Victoria?

The PREMIER: Vicioria was the lowest
with 86, one point below Western Australia.
Those figures, as I have pointed out, are
calenlated on the rates of taxation, so they
are not affected by the fact that for 1933-34,
the financial emergeney tax did not operate
for the full year. Working from this basis,
the Commission deducted £267,000 from our
grant on aceount of our low taxation. These
figures show clearly that our taxation by com-
parison with that in other States is on a low
scale, That is worth bearing in mind, for
we have deputation after deputation wait-
ing on Ministers and complaining about our
taxation; in fact, everybody complains
about it: Yet actnally our taxation is on a
low scale as compared with that of other
States. There is a tendency to make it ap-
pear that we are taxed out of our lives, that
we are overtaxed, and even some of the
newspapers hold that opinion. But my
greatest task at Loan Council meetings has
been to try to convince them that we are
taxing our people somewhat up to the mea-
sure thet other members of the Council are
taxing their people. Unless 1 ean show
that, they will not agree to loan moneys be-
ing provided for this State where we carry
on at a low scale of taxation while the other
States impose heavy taxation. The finan-
cial position of the State was fully set out
in the Budget. The taxation nnder this Bill
is expected to return £685,000 for the cur-
rent year. Last year the -ecollections
amounted to £684,000, and it is not expeeted
that there will he any great variation this
year as against last vear. So on that esti-
mate it is impossible to reduce the collee-
tions from this souree for the present. It
may be argued that the £200,000 to be re-
ceived this year from the Commonwealth
Government for disabilities shonld enable us
to reduece taxation. T have no doubt that
contention will be put forward by some.
But because of a reducten of £95000 from
the special grant for the deficit last year,

[ASSEMBLY.)

we shall really receive only £102,000 wmore
from the Commonwealth than we received
last year. And we shal] still be left with a
deficit, notwithstanding the increased grant.
Anyway, a reduction in taxation would
have a double-barrelled effect on next year's
Budget, for not only would we lose revenue
as the result of the reduced taxation, but
we would be penalised by, the Grants Com-
mission and any further grant would be re-
duced by a corresponding amount. The
Bill aecordingly provides rates identieal with
thoge that operated last year. T do not wish
to take up the time of the House
in discussing this rate of taxatiom,
but certainly this tax ecompares more than
favourably with any other tax of its kind in
Australia. I eould submit figures proving
that this tax is not an undue hardship on
the people called upon to pay it. In every
State except Sounth Australia there is
in existence a tax of this kind. However,
that does not mean that South Australia
does not pay this tax, for it is imposed
under the income tax; as a matter of fact,
the most drastie income tax that has heen
produced in Australia since the depression
struek us is in South Australia. OQurs is
the lightest and fairvest tax in Australia, Tt
may bhe urged that this tax should be
amended iu the direction of inereasing its
excmptions. But fe-day under the existing
Act everybody on wages up to the basie
wage is exempt. 1 do not think any fault
can he found with that. When we took hold
of the Act the rafe of tax was 4V%d, in the
pound upon practically cverybody. Tt was
o flat rate, and so the man on £2 per week
paid his 4V%d. in the pound. But this Gov-
ernment altered the Act to exempt all those
up to the basic wage from that tax, and then
graduated it up above that mark. In the
tax that we superseded, the man on a higher
salary pnid only the same wvate of tax,
namely, 4%d. in the pound, as did the poor
man on £2 per week. We have already
altered all that, and the finances of the State
will not permit ws to go any farther at
present. For my part, and I am sure I voice
the opinion of the Opposition also

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had better go
carefully about that.

The PREMIER: I shall say only such
things as I am sure the Opposition believe
in. For my part, and for the Opposition’s
pavt, we all regret the necessity for such
taxation at all.
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Hon. C. G. Latham:
that.

The PREMIER: It was the depression
that came upon us, bringing the troubles ot
the world. that forced Governments to intro-
duce this form of legislation. 1 go farther
and say that the Opposition bhave agreed
with us that if the financial circumstonces
of the State were such as would enable us to
abolish the whole thing, we should he very
glad.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We may have to do
that later,

The PREMIKER : But there it is; the cir-
eumstances are such that we have to carry
on, and have to get some money with which
to earry on, and there is no possibility that
I ¢an see of gotting increased revenue from
any other source of taxation. I{ may be
sugwested that we increase the income tax.
But of coursc one can do that to such an
extent that one does not get very much result
in point of revenue, and yet one cripples
those who are earrying on industries. So T
submit the Bill to the commonsense judg-
ment of the Assembly. Having regard to
all the eirveumstaneces, we feel that the Aect
should be continued for another yvear. 1
should like very much to be able to cut it
out, but it must be borne in mind that we
are subject to the Loan Counecil Eor money
nceessary for the carrying on of the affairs
of the State, and so I hope the House will
agree to pass the Bill. T move—

That the Bill be now read a scecond time,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, dehate
acljourned.

We will agree fo

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1935-36.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 17ih Ociober
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates: Mr. Slecman in
the Chair,

Department of Employment, Child Wel-
fare and Industrial Development (Hon. J.
J. Kenneallv, Minister: Hon. J. C. Willeock
in charze of the Votes).

Vote—Child Welfare and Outdoor Re-
lief, £127,139:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [5.15]: Sinee
the Government took office the problem of
providing employment has been treated as
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one of first-class importance and I think
that more time has been spent in dealing
with inatters concerning employment than
on amy two or three departments covering
other activities of the State. I do net want
to traverse what has oeccurred during the
last four or five vears, but I do want to
draw some comparisons between the posi-
tion to-day and that whieh prevailed last
vear. The report of the Child Welfare
Departeent has been tabled and members
have been able to study the activities of the
department during the last 12 months, One
or iwe items, however, might he mentioned.
The department have had a  diffieult, but
satistactory vear. On the 1st July last the
number of children under the care of the
depariment was 4,896, they being either
maintained, supervised or assisted. On the
saine date relief was being given to 1,182
cases where mothers were caring for their
own children. Of the former total 537 were
maintained in institutions and 425 were
hoarded out in 266 privaie families. Close
investigation has heen made into the cir-
camstances of the applicants, and the pres-
sure brought to bear on maintenance de-
fanlters has been a feature of the year's
work. This has reacted to the financial bene-
fit of the State. The amount of revenuve
coliected last year was £11,423, which was
the highest on record. The employment pro-
vided for the parents of children previously
assisted by the department has greatly eased
the demands on the Government. Indigent
people not eligible for the old-age or in-
valid pension, numbering 182, have also re-
ceived assistance. Probation work hy offi-
cers appointed for the purpose, apart from
resulting in a financial saving to the State,
is proving most effective in reforming boys
and girls and allowing them to continue
their home life. Street trading by children
has been strictly eontrolled. At the 30th
June, 1935, 239 licenses had been issued.
The Revenue Estimates provide for an anti-
cipated expenditure of £127,139, as against
the expenditure for the previous year of
£125957, an increase of £1,182, which is
due mainly to an altered procedure on inei-
dental items. The expenditure in 1934-35
for salaries was £12,190 and the estimate
for this vear is £1293%, an inerease of
£749. The adoption of children is treated as
of paramount importance bhv the depari-
ment. Tt is estimated that 85 per rent. of
the total adoptions in Western Australia
are dealt with by the Child Welfare De-
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partment. A tofal of 94 children were
dealt with in that way last year.

As 1 said, I shall not disecuss details of the
ramifieations of the department. The report
is available to members, and any activity
on which they desire information will he
found in the report or may be given during
the discussion of items. The present Gov-
ernment have treated the matter of employ-
ment as of first-rate importance. We have
scoured the country to discover work of a
character which would enable us to spend
the mazimum amount of money available on
wages. Unemployment in severe form has
existed for four or five years, but while it
was comparatively easy several years ago
to find jobs in which the proportion of
money expended on wages was high, this
elass of work is decreasing, and the neces-
sary works that now have to be put in hand
require much greater expenditure on
materials and other things. As am example
I might mention the big work at Harvey
where the expenditure on wages was about
80 per cent. of the total expenditure. But
we have had to alter the class of work being
done by undertaking more reproductive
work necessary for the development of the
State, and consequently the proportion of
material to wages cost has increased so that
it is now more expensive per head of the
population to find relief work than it was
four or five years ago,

Hon, P. D, Ferguson: But money spent
on local material would provide further em-
ployment.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: A pro-
portion of the eost there has to be spent on
material, some of which has to be imported.
We are reaching a stage where it is not
easy to find work involving a high pereent-
age of labour cost. It is estimated that on
the eurrent year’s programme of works we
shall have to find £600,000 extra in order
to provide work for the number of men
employed a couple of years ago. Of course
we could spend all the money we have on
roads or on other works which involve com-
paratively high™labour cost, but there are
jobs necessary in the intereste of the de-
velopment of the State, and to undertake
themn entails greater expenditure on material
and therefore to find work for an equal
number of men is relatively more expensive.
If we spent all the available money on road
work, 90 per cent. of it would represent
labour cost.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You would not get
very much interest from it

[ASSEMBLY.]

.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: KNo,
and it is questionable whether very much
increased production would result from the
transport facilities provided.

Mr. Raphael: You have wasted hundreds
of thousands of pounds in that way already.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is something to be said of the effect of fast
motor transport on road surfaces not cov-
ered with hitumen, because they do not give
value for the money expended.

Mr. Patrick: They also necessitate heavy
maintenrance costs.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
falls on the Government or on the local
anthority in whose district the road is situ-
ated.

Mr. Raphael: What about Prince’s High-
way which cost tens of thousands of pounds
to build? The money was squandered.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: At
ihe commencement of the previous financial
vear the employment position was as fol-
lows:—

Relief work 10,003
Sustenance 1,238
Total 11,241

Sustenance at that period cost £1,750 per
week. At the present time the position is
as follows:—

Relief work 8,305
Sustenance 784
Total 09,080

Sustenance is now costing £1,173 per week.
Those figures indicate that (he total number
of cases has been reduced by 2,154 in the
last 15 months. If there are 2,000 fewer
men being employed directly on relief work
and sustenance, is it not possible further to
improve the position of those so employed,
seeing that we have a somewhat similar
amount of loan money available? That is
apropos of the question I have heen dis-
cussing regarding the increased proportion
that it is now mecessary to spend on mate-
rial as compared with labour. Sustenance
payments have been decreased by about £600
per week. When the present Government
took office 36 per cent. of the people assisted
were on sustenance and 64 per cent. were
working. In July, 1934, the Government
were providing work for 89 per cent. of the
cases on the books. At present 913 per
eent. of the people eligible for relief have
work and 8% per cent. are receiving sus-
tenanece.
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Mr. Raphael: Most of them came from the
Eastern States to the goldfields.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: People
who come here from the Eastern States are
not eligible to receive sustenance of any
kind during the first six months of resi-
dence,

Mr. Raphael: Three months.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Six
months,

Mr, Raphael: No, three months.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. member might have in mind a parti-
cular case of hardship, such as somebody
at starvation point, who received relief after
being here only a month or two, but relief
on the scale laid down and permanent relief
are not provided until one has been resi-
dent here for six months. The progress
made towards reaching a solution of the
unemplovment problem is indieated by the
fact that when the depression was at its
peak 20,000 persons were in Teceipt of sus-
tenance. Of that namber 17,000 were not
emploved on any relief work, but were re-
ceiving sustenance, and the annual cost was
£644,000. I mentien that not by way of
critieism, but as a fact.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The tofal was down
when you took office.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
it wns:down by about 6,000 when the
Mitchell-Latham Government relinquished
office. Government and other activities had
brought an improvement. The position has
progressively improved, until the number
of men now on relief is just over 9,000.
It is not expected that sustenance pay-
ments for the current year will exeeed
£63,000. During the financial year 1934-35
unemployed relief under the State Labour
Bureau cost £92,4435. The anticipated to-
tal expenditure for the current financial
year is £83,000, showing a decrease of
about £8,500. The revenue in 19353-36 from
unemployed relief is expected to be £1,100,
and from the Labour Bureau £5,500—a
total of £6,600. Revenue from unemploved
relief is derived from recovery of susten-
ance advances pending completion of com-
pensation elaims, recovery of sustenance
advances received by other men, and re-
covery of assistance granted to prospec-
tors and others. Collections of revenne
last year from these sources totalled
£1,134  The revenue of £5500 secured
throngh the Lahour Bureau under the
headings mentioned was practieally all re-
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covered in the form of repayment of ad-
vanees for railway fares to men desiring
to proceed to work in ecountry distriets.
Last year’s recoveries represented 83 per
cent. of the advances for fares that had
been made. It says much for the calibre
of the men who proceed to take employ-
ment in various parts of the State that
when they do ohtain employment and the
time comes for them to make repayments,
83 per cent. of the total amount advanced
for railway fares is obtained. Some black
sheep, as I may term them, have to be
chased up, and pressure has to be put on
some of them; but considerably over 60
per cent. of the money advanced for fares
iz repaid without any effort being required
from the department: the money is remit-
ted to the Labour Bureau by the debtors.
The total expenditure ol the department
for the past year was £92,000, and the
total revenue £6,900, representing a net
expenditure of some £85,000. For the cur-
rent financial year expenditure is esti-
mated at £83,922, and revenue at £6,600,
showing a net expenditure of £77,322. The
tovernment’s policy of providing employ-
ment for relief workers is responsible for
the veduction in expenditure. At the be-
ginning of the past financial year approxi-
mately 300 men were, through various
channels, performing work for sustenance.
Some were emploved by the State Gardens
Board, some by the King’s Park Board,
and some, I believe, by the Zoological Gar-
dens Board. Others again were found
work by the Forests Department. - Thus
the men were removed from sustenance
work and were brought under the better
conditions obtaining under the relief work
scheme. Hon, members will be aware that
practically atl the money provided for re-
lief work represents loan expenditure. If
we ean provide work for people from loan
funds, the departmental revenue from sus-
tenanee payments is correspondingly de-
ereased. It is the aim of the Ctovernment
that men who desire to be given relief
work under conditions enabling them to
reevive considerably more money than the
ordinary sustenance rate of 7s. per week
should be enabled to do sn. Althongh
we have not yet been able to attain our
chief object of finding full-time employ-
ment for men on relief work, we have been
able to extend the system whereby men
receive liberal periods of full-time employ-
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ment at award rates, together with mar-
gins for skill, holiday pay, and camp and
other allowances. While there are fewer
men on Government relief works now than
formerly, the major works at present in
hand have carried a higher cost for mate-
rial than have previous works. I have the
figures bearing on that aspect. Com-
pared with a little over 12 months ago, the
cost of wages and material per man per
week has inereased from £4 25, 9d4. to
£5 18s. 6d., which represents an additional
expenditure of over £600,000 per year on
the reduced number of men at present
employed; so that the objective of the
Government of full-time work i3 inade all
the more difficult of achievement. Against
the increased expenditure for material,
these major works eompare more than fa-
vourably with same of the other
works, from a reproductive viewpoint,
In those circumstances, hiad we been able to
carry out works hearing the same ratio of
wages to employment as previously, we
would have been able to effect & greater im-
provement in the condition of men on part-
time. However, the altered nature of the
work—reproductive work with inereased
rates of wages—prevented us from increas-
ing the earning power of the bulk of these
men as much as we desired.

Hon, C. (. Latham: That applies to the
sewerage works particularly, does it not?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
Mostly; and then there is the big job of
pipes for the Canning dam, and there are
also water supply works which call for con-
siderahble expenditure on aceount of mate-
rial. Further, railway alterations and im-
provements are bheing carried out. As re-
gards the lower-paid workers, during the
vear improvements have been brought about
for three classes of men, known as the 14s.,
the 21s., and the 28s. per week men. A
man with only a wife, termed a 1d4s, man,
receives that amount per week; the man
with wife and one child is a 21s. man; the
man with wife and two c¢hildren is a 28s.
man, Apn examination of the earnings of
all relief workers indicated that those three
classes have lagged hehind other classes in
general improvement of conditions. The
earnings of those three classes have now
heen increased by 7s. 6d., 4s, and 3s. per
week respectively. The man who was re-
ceiving 14s. per week is now allowed to earn
£2 1s. 6d. weekly. During last vear it was

[ASSEMBLY.]

deeided that additional work would be al-
lowed to men, to the value of expenditure
in fares in excess of 2s. 6d. per week in-
eurred during the process of working for
their sustenance. 1f the fares cost more
than 2s. 6d. per week, they were allowed
safficient work to meet the increased ex-
penditure. In the matter of medical ex-
amination, the problem of physically unfit
men has not heen overlooked. It was found
ihat with such large numbers of men to he
employed, a proportion of them were not
100 per cent. physieally efficient. A Govern-
ment medieal officer therefore aliempted to
determine what percentage of physieal fit-
ness these people could be passed as
possessing, and the nature of the work at
which they were eapable of being employed.
The Government provided as much employ-
ment as possible for men who were termed
" or 1) class. Some of the men on re-
lief work, although genunine triers and pos-
sibly having domestic responsibilities equal
to those of other men, were found unable to
stand up to the strain of laborious teil; and
it was thought desirable to give such men an
opportunity of earning something exira
rather than keep them on the dole for the
rest of their lives simply because they were
not nble to perform heavy work adequately.
During the year the medical officer examined
903 men. In some cases, as a result of this
medical esamination which indicated that
the men are not capable of performing even
the lightest work, applicatien has been made
suceessfully for the invalid pension. In 72
instances pensions were granted, repre-
senting a saving to the department at the
rate of £1.296 per annum.

Hon. P, D, Fercuson: Had those men
been refused invalid pensions previously?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Some
of them thought they were not eligible for
invalid pensions. Others believed they were
not within the very striet requirements of
the invalid pension—total and permanent
incapacitation for work. However, it was
found as the result of the State medical ex-
amination that 72 men were eligib'e for the
invalid pension, and those 72 men are now
receiving it.

Mr. Doney: How do you deal with men
whose applications for invalid pensions have
failed?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If
they are practically unable to de any wark,
they are just granted sustenance in the
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ordinary way. Some of these less-efticient
men, who were ahle to do T{) or 60 per cent.
of the full day’s work, were classed as “C”;
others were clagsed as “B”; the 100 per
cent. men are classed as “A." “C” eclass
men have been employed at Wooreloo and
by the Forests Department on piece-work,
So that they would not have to strain them-
selves unduly, so that they might work just
as long as they liked or were able, thus
baving the opportunity to get into
better physical condition and ultimately
perhaps become cnabled to do full work.
They hecame what | may term work-minded,
and benefited from the free and open life in
the bush while engaged on clearing, in their
case not very severe work. For the first
few weeks some of them worked three or
four hours a day, taking perhaps a week to
earn the £2 they were entitled to earn. As
u result of their undertaking this compara-
tively small amount of work daily, they
acquired a better industrial outlook on life.
They now know from experience that they
can do work. Numbers of “B” and “C?
class men have now entered the “A” class.
Some who originally were unable to do eight
hours work in n day, have continuously im-
proved until they have attained the point of
physical efficiency at which they eun under-
take the ordinary work of employees under
the relief scheme, though not extremely
laborious work.

Mr. Sampson: Many of them have never
been permitted to lenrn a trade, and that is
the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : Be-
enuse of the fact that they conld not at that
stage do a full day’s work they were turned
away. Consequently they deteriorated, and
developed a bad outlook. There are quite
a number of instances of men remaining on
sustenance, probally to the end of their
days. But sinee the system to which T have
referred has heen inaugurated, it has met
with considerable suecess. The Government
are anxious to continue the “C" elass work.
We are endeavouring to find more work
which ean be given to “B” and “C" class
tnen in the hope that some of them may
eventually develop into “A” class men.

M. Raphael: There are certainly any
number of “C” glass men.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTTCE: There
are plenty of “C” class men for whom we
con'l find work if monev were available. It
is not right to pay sustenance to “A" eclass
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men who are capable of doing full-tie
work, and spending money on “C” class men
who eannot do the work that “A” class men
are capable of performing. Of course, C”
class men are entitled to their share of the
work that is going, and we are entitled to
tmprove their physical condition and their
industrial outlook. Then when work is
oftering, there will be an incentive to those
men to take it. An appeal hoard is in ex-
istence to deal with piece-work rates, and
cases of dispute regarding the value of work
performed. Previously we had considerable
trouble regarding rates for pieee-work, and
now the board, which cousists of an inde-
pendent chairman, a representative of the
department, and a represcntative of * the
men, deals with disputes or discontent re-
garding remuneration.  Sinee the appoint-
ment of the board we have had no trouble.
Single men on relief work in remote parts
of the State are allowed to earn a credit up
to £9 before being told to stand down. - For
instance, if we sent a man to Meekathzrra
or Laverton on road work we would not give
him four or five weeks work, to which he
was entitled, and then tell him to stand down
for three or Four weeks. We allow him to
work until he has aceumulated a credit of
about £9, and with that money at his dis-
posal he is told that he can, while standing
down, look for private employment, or
if he so desires, go back to the plaece from
which he was originally sent. In quite a
number of such eases we never hear of those
men again.

Mr. Stubbs: That is a sound policy.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tt is.
I suppose every member of this House has
been approached by men who have said, “I
am willing to work; where shall T go?” Tt
is not much use sending those men to the
country., We do not do that; we find work
for them, and allow them to earn a credit
of £7, £8 or £9, a sufficient sum to keep
them for a reasonable period, and tell them
to go where they like in search of work.
Although the earnings of relief workers are
in accordance with Arbitration award rates,
eoncessions are granted in special eases.-
For expectant mothers, pre-natal assistance
is given on production of medical evidence
and after reviewing the financial position of
the family. To sustenance cases this assist-
anee is usually granted by means of allow-
ances for milk or other forms of preseribed
foods. To relief workers additional work
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is allowed in approved cazes. Firewood is
also supplied on an adequate scale to sus-
tenance families during the winter. Single
men employed on relief work, upon pro-
duction of medical evidence that either opti-
cal or dental attention is needed by them,
receive additional work toe enable them to
obtain that attention. Every case in which
the eoncession is requested is considered on
its merits and assistance is given when help
is justified and deserved. With regard to
review and inspection, the reduetion of the
number of cases receiving sustenance has
enabled the inspection staff to give ecloser
attention to the investigation of the cireum-
stances of applicants for relief. Inspection
is neressary to ensure that assistance is re-
stricted to cases of genuine distress, It is
not the ohligation of the Government to
make work or sustenance available to per-
sona who are able to provide for themselves,
but it is the duty of the Government ta in-
vestigate all cases and to establish the fact
that assistance, either in the form of sus-
tenance or relicf work, is genuinely needed.
During the year 11,440 inspections were
made. Those inspections led to many ad-
Justments, and ihe value of working {ime
saved on Government relief works amounted
to £5845 for the year. This saving, of
eourse, was effected by the improved posi-
tion of the relief worker. There were some
instances where men declined to take work
offering, and during last year this repre-
sented n maximum saving in sustenance of
£3,835, 'The inspection staff has assisted
the Labour Bureau in the recovery of out-
standing fares resuling in the colleetion of
£1,000 during the year from persons who
eould not previously be traced, and who
owed the money for long periods. Employ-
ment upon Government relief work is gov-
erned by finanee, and in order that the
money available may he used to provide
employment for the greatest numher and to
the maximum extent, the earnings of reliet
workers during their standing-down periods
must be checked and verified. When neces-
sary, adjustment is made in the next period
of rolief work. The Government do not
discourage private work; in faet they en-
courage men to search for employment dur-
ing their standing-down term by permitling
them to carn amounts aceording to their
family responsibilities without affecting
their earnings as relief workers, At the
basic wage operaling in the metropolitan
area—exclusive of margins and allowances
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—the average werkly earnings of relief

workers are— :
14s. men
21s. ,,
28s. ,,
258. ,,
42s. ,,
498, ,,

per weelt
"

"
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For men in private employment when stand-
ing down, the rate of allowable private
earnings in addition to earnings from relief
work permits the following inecomes to he
received :—

Average
Weekly Permissible Permissible
—_— Relief Private Total
Work Earninga.  Income
Earnings. per Week.
£ 8 d. £ g d £ s d
14s. men ... 2 3 6 1168 0O 319 6
21s. ,, 2 8B 6 1 9 ¢ 317 6
28s. ,, 212 0 1 7 0 319 0
35s. ,, 215 2 1 50 4 0 2
42s. ,, 310 130 4 4 0
49s. ,, 340 1110 4 5 0

L]

With sueh a liberal scale of permissible
carnings it is the duty of the department
when & worker iz able fo earn in
excess of the scale, to see that adjust-
ment is made in the amount of re-
lief work provided. While investigation is
undertaken with the object of protecting
expenditure on sustenance and relief work,
the system embracgs the checking of relief
work pay rolls to ensure that there is an
equitable distribution of work in accordance
with the family responsibilities of the man.
Working times, rates of pay and amounts
earned are checked fo prove that men re-
ceive work to which they are entitled. In-
vestigation will continue to be an important
feature of the work of the department. By
this means, the Government will be assured
it is not maintaining a person who is in a
position to eare for himself and that every
individual approved for relief is receiving
assistance eommensurate with his family re-
sponsibilities.

Mr. Doney: Are von finding cthat the
amount of private work that can be oh-
tained is increasing?

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: Yes.

Mr. Doney: How long has this system
heen going on?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It has
been in operation for some time now. T
eould discuss the ramifications conecerning
employment, the varions identiifications
which have to be dealt with, and the many
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different situations that erop up in the
course of the administration of the depart-
ment, but that which I have given will serve
as an illustration of the principles that are
adopted. T would stress the fact that it is
comparatively diffieuit {o find work where
the percentage of labour cost is as high as
it was originally. We desire as far as pos-
sible to earry on works of a reproduetive
nature. There is not mueh point in paying
a man to shift sand and do work of that
tvpe, for that does not lead to the ereation
of new work. Certain jobs have to he done
at this stage of our development. Water
supply and sewerage represent reproductive
works which will pay interest nand sinking
fund, and in the future provide further em-
ployment for still more people. Such works
will show a definite improvement in the
amenities of the lives of ‘the people
of the metropolitan area. It is work
that is in every ' way desirable, eom-
pared with other work which has had
to be done before. When the depres-
sion hit this country with a sudden blast,
in order that men might be allowed to earn
a living, all sorts of comparatively uscless
work was earried out, Loeal authorities,
for instance, employed men to elean up the
footpaths, the recreation reserves and parks.
Such work could not hy any stretch of the
imagination be called veproductive, nor
would it repay those concerned for the
amount of money spent in labour. I do
not know that sewerage works are repro-
ductive in the sense that they enable the
State to create more wealth, but the money
that is expended in that direction will cer-
tainly be repaid to the State without loss.

Mr. Doney: It might be reproductive also
to the extent that not the same outlay would
be required to recoup the health of the
people.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is an indireet benefit. We are justified in
considering  indirect benefits as well as
direct henefits. There are some ilems of
work that are definitely reproductive
waorks that will wundoubtedly bhe for
the welfare and benefit of the State.
Let me quote, for instance, the work
that was commeneed a few days age in cou-
nection with the installation of a new unit
of electricity at the Government Power
House, That will eventually create con-
siderable wealth and provide additional
power for industrial purposes. Tn turn that
will lead to further emplovment for our
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prople, as well as the development of our
secondary industries. 1f we could transmit
current, for instance, into the Swan elee-
torate it would be possible to reticulate
water here and there, and greatly increase
the production of many of the holdings in
the lills. There have been constant demands
From settlers in the hills for cleetric power.
The member for the distriet {Mr. Sampson)
has heen persistent in his endeavours to
seente an extension of electric power to that
area so that the settlers might be able to
increaze the produetive capacity of their
holdings, as undoubtedly they would bhe able
to do hy this means fo the extent of 60 or
70 per cent.

M. Sampson: It would change the whole
vatlook for them. :

The MINTISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
proposed to spend on these additions to the
pawer station the sum of approximately
£500.000. Ot this amount £330,000 will go
towards the importation of the necessary
plant and machinerv. This is definitely a
reproductive work and it is well that it
should be carried out. As the Government
have to spend approximately £370,000 out-
side the State, and there is left only a sum
of about £130,000 to spend on labour, it be-
comes increasingly difficult for the Govern-
ment to employ the same numher of people
we were employing previously with the
same amount of money. 1 now come to the
Council of Industrial Developinent. In the
matter of =alaries, £1,434, there iz an in-
erease of £107 over the figures of last year.
This inerease is due te the proviston of the
Financial Emergency Act, which allows for
a full 12 months’ relief, whereas last year
provision was necessary only for six
months.  In addition, an allownnce has had
to be made for further contemplated exemp-
tions as from the 1st January next. Owing
to the financial strinzeney the council was
compelled to take an extremely conservative
viewpoint eoncerning all applications for
leans, but considerable attention was paid to
extending assistance to  secondary  in-
dustries in other directions. The most
notable instance was the Albany woollen
mills. This establishment has been work-
ing at so great a disadvantage owing to
tts unbalanced plant that it became ex-
tremely doubtful whether, without radieal
alteration, it could overcome its difficul-
ties. T understand that the plant was
originally designed so that one portion of
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it eould do a certain amount of work, an-
other portion could only do half that
amount of work, and a third portion eould
do double the amount of work. There was
therefore a weak link in the chain. Be-
cause of the layout, portions of the estab-
lishment could not be worked to full eapa-
city without overburdening another per-
tion. Following a change in the director-
ate it was decided to make an exhaustive
examination of the plant to see what could
be done to improve the sitvation. It was
found that £30,000 additional capital was
required to finance the purchase of the
necessary additional machinery. With the
co-operation of the Government the diree-
tors determined to invite the publie to
subseribe this amount. I am pleased to
say that the full quota has now been
raised, and an order for the machinery has
been placed, and should he executed early
in the new year. The importance of this
industry, not only to the State, but to
Albany in particular, can readily be rea-
lised. When the alterations are effected
the mill is expected to provide full-tiine
employment for-approximately 140 opera-
tors, instend of the 120 now engaged.
The department has held a number of -ex-
hibitions of goods manufaetured in Wes-
tern Australia. These have been held in
the ecity, Fremantle, various suburbs, and
many country centres. An exhibition has
even been held as far away from Perth
as Wiluna. Some people have been in-
clined to discount the value of the exhi-
bitions, but the manufacturers believe that
the increase in employment in their estah-
lishments, and the inerease in the autpui
of the factories, is direetly attributable tu
these exhibitions.

Mr. Doney: Do the manufacturers make
any contribution towards the expenses of
these exhibitions?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
provide samples and advertise, and are
gencrally of great assistance to the dn-
partment.

Mr. Doney: Do they make financial eon-
tributions towards the cost?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:- They
are contributing to an adverticing cam-
paign on behalf of loeal prodncts, anéd I
understand this year they are putting ap
£3,000, some of which is already in hand.

Mr. Doney: What ie the cost to the de-
partment ¢
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It does
not cost the departuent mueh, There is
not a big staff encaged. Varions firms
assist in arranging the exhibitions, and
they provide the necessary material. At
the suggestion of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, the department formed an ad-
visory committee to consider questions
affecting the development of overseas
trade, particularly with the Duteh East
Indies, Malaya and the Far East. To-
gether with similar commitiees in other
States, the local ecommittee has been eon-
sulted concerning the appointment of trade
eommissioners in the Netherlands, East
Indies, China, Japan and Bgypt. It has
been instrumental in making contacts be-
tween the commissioners and Western
Australian interests, thus ensuring to our
exporters the opportunity of sharing in any
trade that mav develop as a result of these
appointments. Arising out of the action
taken by the loecal committee to investi-
gate the possibilities of increased trade
with India, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have arranged for a trade delegation
of three persons-to go to India, represen-
tative of Australia’s ecommercial interests,
secondary industries, and primary indus-
fries.

Mr. Marshall: Does this State incur any
expense in its co-operation with the other
States? T hope not.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: Ours
is purely an honorary body, and is doing
most valuable work.

Mr. Marshall: Is this State finaneially
responsible to any other State?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No. It
is entivelv a Commonwealth responsibility.
The Commonwealth Government have con-
sulted the various States. The consultative
hody in this State is the Economie Couneil.

Mr. Doney: Who advanced the idea of
a trade delegation going to India¥

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Government of this State put up a propo-
sal to the Commonwealth Government that
the State steamer ‘‘Kangaroo” should
be made available, fully loaded with
goods from Western Australia, to go to
Bombay to test the possibilities of trade
between India and this State. We were un-
able, however, to reach finality. Arrange-
ments of this sort have to be made a long
time ahead. The projeet fell through. Be-
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eause, however, of our interest in it West-
ern Austrabin has been specially considered.
The Commonwealth Government nppointed
a delegation of three persons, who passed
through Fremantle vesterday on their way
to Indin. The State Government were asked
to nominate the representative of the pri-
mary produeers on this delegation. We
therenpon consnlted the Feonomie Couneil,
whose nomination was Mr. John Thomson,
general manager of Westralian Farmers,
Ttd. Tle left the State yesterday with tiw
other delecates. Mr. Thomson possesses an
extensive knowledge of primary proluctinn
in this State nnd knows a great deal about
the varvious rowmmoditics we produce and
manufacture, that could be exported. When
he arrives at his destination and finds out
what gonds or produets are likely to interest
the people there, his axperience and know-
ledze should prove of considerable henefit to
Western Australin. [ have in mind such
things as fruit, wheat, barley, export lambs,
beef, and various other products and goods,
with all of which Mr. Thomson will be ¢uite
familiar. Tt is hoped that the resnlt of the
visit of the delegation to the various places
tn which he is proceeding will be beneficial
to Western Australin. We are in a specially
advantaceons position to trade with India.
We are the last port of call, and when it
eomes tn doing business we shonld be in a
bietter position than the other States.

Mr. Rodoreda: Did not the manager of
the State Shipping Service put up some
valuable information to the Commonwenlth
authorities?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Minister in charge of State Shipping had
various eonsultations with the manager, who
had himself visited the FEastern countries.
The manager nlso developed his ideas with
both the Feonomie Council and the Com-
monwenlith Government. The Commonwesglth
paid a compliment to this State, hecause it
had in a sense initiated the project, by
selecting as their primary producers’ repre-
sentative, Mr. John Thomson.

Mr. Thorn: Was it that the
wenlth Government acted on the
initintive?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not want to go into details. The Common-
wealth Governmnent anncunced some time
ago that they were considering the appoint-
ment of trede commissioners for various
parts of the world. The suggestion with re-

Common-
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gard to sending a trade delegation to India
was put up by the manager of the State
Shipping Service. That gentleman was very
interested in this question, and supplied a
great deal of valuable datu, which certainly
impressed the Commonwealth Government
that it was desirable to send a trade delega-
tion to India. The original programme, I
understand, comprehended a irade delega-
tion to India, Japan, Singapore and China.

Sitting suspended from 6.05 to 730 pow.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: [ was
dealing with the Kconomir Couneil prior
to the tes adjowrnment and was giving the
Committee some indication vegarding theiv
policy with refercnce to the overseas trade
delegation. I will leave that phase to dis-
cuss another of their aetivities and will in-
dicate to members what the Fieonomie Coun-
cil have done in an eudeavour to stimulate
trade. To a great extent they have concen-
trated on the stimulation of the building in-
dustry, and the encouragement of the use
and eonsumption of goods produced in
Wastern Australia. It Is very cvident that
it is through these channels that progress
may be made in relieving unemployment.
The small loans scheme, which the Council
recommended the Government to finance, has
proved most suceessful. In 191 separate
contracts the expendifure vepresented was
£23,570 and in 14 additional contracts that
are pending approval, the amount involved
is £1,148, or a grand total of £24,718. Owing
to the marked improvament that has taken
place in the building industry generally, no
great cffort has heen made to increase the
number of applications, but the demand
could he quickly fostered should the neces-
gify arise. There has been no indication
of n falling off in the building trade, but
should it show that tendency, applications
ean be stimulated and more money found
to earry on operations along those lines.
The increased activity in the building indus-
try is elearly indieated by statisties. In
1931-32, huildings and additions in the
metropolitan aren were valued at £595,672,
During the next 12 months, the valne m-
creased to £731.0693, during the following
vear to £987,738 and for the year ended
the 30th June last building activities were
valued at £1,334,107, or more than 50 per
cent. greater than the 1931-32 figures. The
indications are that even this total will be
inercased doring the current vear. The



122 Ocrosexr, 1935.]

faclures, including wotor cars, are start-
ling. Because of the fact that lecal produc-
tion and manufacturing has increased to the
extent I have indicated, the nef increase has
heen not more than £1,000,000, but about
£700,000, so that our increased laeal pro-
duetion has redueed the figure by about
£300,000. Another phase of the nctivities
of the Economic Council with regard to the
stimulation of the loeal produets eampaign
is indicated by the council getting in touch
with various bodies, organising lectures and
holding meetings at which shop assistants
and the proprietors of retail establishments
were urged to support the campaign in fav-
our of loeal produets. As a result of these
activities, it can be said with every degree
of confidence that the inereased sale of loeal
products is due to the fact that they have
heen pushed by shop assistants and reiail
traders, who have been imbued with the idea
of assisting the State by ereating a demand
for local produets. The experiment of
bringing representatives of all sections of
the eommunity together, so that they may
confer as to the hest means to be adopted
in solving the unemployment and other pro-
blems, has been more than justified. We
have a body of enthusiastie, energetic people
who are prepared to give their time, and, in
many instances, their money, to support the
campaign whieh, I think, ean bhe said with
every confidence to have proved heneficial
to the economic and industrial life of the
State, Our experience with the Eeconomie
Council would seem to justify the Govern-
ment in forming other bodies to deal with
various problemsz and so get the whole of
the people working together to assist the
State, particularly in respect of matters that
affect our eeonomic life and aid the develop-
ment of the State. I have nothing more to
say in introducing the Estimates, except to
express my regret that circomstances have
placed me in charge of them. I would have
preferred, and 1 think members of the
Commitiee share the opinion with me,
the Minister who has been in charge of the
department for the past 214 years to place
the Estimates hefore members personally.
Members will agree that the Minister for
Industiries (Hon. J. J. Kenneally) dis-
played great energy, application and driv-
ing foree in his capacity as Minister con-
trolling the department, and we must all
agree that, to some extent, the time he
spent on the work has taken some toll of
his health. No doubt members are inter-
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ested in Mr. Kenneally's welfare, and will
be glad to know that the latest reports
are that he is much better and expects to
be in the Flouse within the next few weeks.

MR. STUBES (Wagin) [743]: The Min-
ister has dealt with many matters of in-
terest in introducing the Estimates and I
shall not delay the Committee for more
than a few minutes. There are very few
members of the general public who appre-
ciate the wonderful work carried out by
the officers of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment. Every member of the Country
Party has had experience in that respect
and has knowledge of the manner in which
the officers handle the numerouns cases in
which women have been left without their
breadwinners and have had to support
their families, some of which com-
prise upwards of half-a-dozen child-
ren. They  know  that the money
that has been made available by the
department not only keeps the wolf from
the door, but enables those women to re-
frain from the necessity to beg from out-
side sources. The officers in charge of
the department are admirable men and I
desire to pay a tribute to them. Then there
is a very cfficient officer in charge of the
Dental Institute. I have been in touch
with him in regard to one or two widows
who have had to have their teeth extracted,
and have not had sufficient money from
the child velief fund to enable them to get
sets of artificial teeth. In consenuence,
the department have supplied the material
and the local dentists have done the work
gratis. The thanks of all those who have
benefited by that method of treatment are
due to the department. We also have a
very efficient set of men in charge of un-
employment relief, who assist men un-
ahle to find work, especially married men,
in every possible way. I wish to pay 2
tribute to the officers of that department
as well, and also to the Minister for his
good work in seeing that every man, single
or married, gets a share of the work that
is going. The thanks of all are due to the
efficient staff and to the Minister in charge
of the department.

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson) [747]:
With other members, I regret that the
Minister for Employment is still absent
owing to illness. It was a great pleasure to
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me to hear the assurance of the Acting
Minister that Mr. Kenueally will return to
the House in a short time. We owe a debt
of pratitude to the Acting Minister for the
time and patience bhe has given to these
Estimates and the ease he made out for the
Departments for Employment, for Child
Welfare and for Industrial Development. It
is pleasing {o know that in the KEconomie
Council we have a band of enthusiasts as-
sisting the Government in industrial devel-
opment, and the Motherhood Appeal and
other appeals. We ought to pay a tribute
to the members of that couneil. 1 am not
going to castigate the Government very
severely this evening, although one could do
50 if he set himself out for the task, and
that with every justification. The unem-
Ployment position to-day is far from being
satisfactory, is indeed very acufe. For evi-
dence of that, we do not need lo go any
further than to the conference held in
Perth last week, a conference of delegates
representing every indusérial organisation
in the State. That conference thought fit
to castigate the Government very severely
and to tell them they were falling far short
of the required mark in earrying out their
clection promises,

The Minister for Justice: Who said that?

Mr, J. H SMITH: Those delegates not
only asked the Government for the right to
work, but went further and asked for the
right to live. That is the position to-day.
The Minister, in introducing the Estimates
this afternoon, drew a comparison hetween
what happened in 1932-33 and what is hap-
pening to-day. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion asked did the standard of to-day eom-
pare with the standard of 1929, and the
Minister replied that it was far short of it.

The Minister for Justice: I did not say
“far short of it.”

Mr, J. H. SMITH: So there is not much
to boast about. The Minister for Employ-
ment some time ago asked the people to eat
more of Western Australian produets. I
agree with that, but we have not the same
number of people employed in secondary
industry that we had in 1929-30. At the
last elections the Government told the
people that if they were returned to power
they would appoint a full-time Minister fo
deal with nnemployment, and that he would
be so employved unti] we had no more un-
employment in our widst. TVInfortunately,
tbe Minister for Employment was stricken
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down, and so we find that other Ministers,
already up to their eyes in their own work,
have had to carry on this important job.
There has not been a week or a month in
the year but some Minister has had to be
absent on certain duties, notwithstanding
which, when this most important job Dbe-
comes vacant owing to the Minister for
Tmployment heing stricken down, other
Minislers have had to tuke it on. It is of
no use boasting of the improvement in the
unemployment  position, bhecause to-day
there are nearly 10,000 people on susten-
ance,

The Minister for Justice: No,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: At all events, there
are 9,000 on part-time employment, and an-
other 1,000 or so on sustenunce.

The Minister for Justice: No.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But it s so. There
are nearly a thousand reeeiving sustenance
and, in addition to those already on sus-
tenance, there isanother 10,000 or 15,000 who
should be on pari-time work., Truly there
is a great deal of unemployment in the
State, and no one can deny it. Everybody,
including Ministers, seem to lose sight of
all the boys and girls between the ages of
14 and 20 years who want work and can-
not get it. That is the problem thak con-
fronts, not only the Crovernment, but all the
people of the State, the problems of the
hnys and girls growing up without oppor-
tunity for employment. That is the problem
confronting us all. We should find some
solution of it and get those young men and
women into avenues of permanent employ-
ment. If the Government were sincere—
and we shall have time and place for using
this later on; I am not uttering any threats
—if the Government were sinecere in their
desire to solve the problem of nnemploy-
ment, it would be their duty to use every
affart. It may be that a man will be re-
quired in an administrative capaeity at a
later date, in which ease one or another of
the bright young men on the Government
eross henches ought to be able to carry on
the duties of the Minister for Em-
ployment until thai gentleman is re-
stored to gond health, But the Go-
vernment are just carrying on, waiting
for opportunity, and unemployment is still
rife. The secretary for unemployment is &
fine man and does his job well. But
what is his job to-day? A single man who
has bheen on susienance finds an opportunity
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to go to work, and go he withdraws From the
sustenance list. Then, when he has eom-
pleted the job, and makes applicatinn to
get back on to sustenance, he is told that
there iz any amount of work in the wheat
belt, where he can find a job. That actually
aceurred in the Bridgetown district oniy the
other day. We know that on the wheat belt
to-day the crops are a failure, so what is
the use of sending a man up there to find
work ?

The Minister for Justice: How long have
you known of that instance?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I saw a letter that
the man reccived the other day from the
local policeman in Bridgetown: so I am
not speaking without my book. Only the
other dayv this man made application to be
reinstated on sustenance, and that was the
reply he received. I have also had a letter
from the goldfields. I do not wish to inter-
fare with the affairs of my friend, the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Hon. J. Cunningham),
hut the position up there is very had, and
the Government are falling down on their
job on the goldfields. There is there a great
number of men unemployved and receiving
no sustenance at all. They have even ap-
pointed an unemployment committee and
are depending on the restaurants and other
stores for their food. Yet the Acting Min-
ister for Employment comes along and says
that everything in the garden is lovely and
that the position is improving from day
to day. IHowever, I shall not be satisfied
while we have any unemployment remain-
ing in the State. The Government have
fallen down on their joh.

Mr. P. C. L. Smith: What aheut the un-
employables.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In every ecountry
there are people who are unemployable.

Hon. J. Cunningham: What do you sug-
gest to improve the position?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T have several solu-
tions, but T am not going to reveal them at
the present time.
bute to the Child Welfare Department, for
it has always done wonderfully well. How-
ever, the department is short of money and
cannot do all that it would like to. I can-
not nnderstand why the (Government can-
not continae to employ men on forestry
work. 1 heard at Manjimup the other day
that the Forests Department are putting off
their workpeople in the forests. What are
they to do? Go up to the wheat belt to
find work?

We all have to pay a tri- *
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The Minister for Justice: How many have
been put off?

Mr. J. IT. SMITH: One gang have been
put ofi and are out of employment at pre-
sent. I think the Government could do a
greal deal more than they are doing for the
uttemployed.

Mr. Moloney: Of conrse you do.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And the hon. member
could assist themr. Instead of his lauding
the Government on every possible oceasion
he would be more respected by those who
sent him here if be got up and told the Gov-
ernment exactly what is oecurring, and that
there were in Subiaco people on sustenance
or part-time work who should be on full-
time work. Clouding the issue will got no
one anywhere. Let the hon. member advo-
cate work for all, such as this conference
did when they said they did not want the
right to work, but wanted the right to live.
And the conference carried that resolution.
There were present at that conference from
150 to 200 delegates representing every in-
dustrial organisation in the State, and they
told the Government they wanted to be true
and faithful to them, bat that even more
urgently did they want the right to live.
I maintain that every man has a right fo
live, and every man has a right to work,
and the Government I supported did their
best, considering that they were seriously
hampered by lack of funds owing to the
depression. It was impossible for them to
do more than they did, bui they did succeed
in establishing a basis of employment which
the present Government adopted. Thus the
path was made easy for the present Gov-
ernment. The machinery had been put into
operation, and the present Government
adopted it. True, the present Government
appointed a full-time Minister for Employ-
ment, but the foundation had been already
laid, and the Federal Government provided
the money with which to carry on. I can-
not understand why the Government, with
£200,000 of additional money, with increased
revenue from the finanecial emergeney tax
amounting to £600,000, and with other rev-
enues totalling £900,000, have not used it to
solve this problem of unemployment. I dare
say many thousands more could be added to
the £900,000. The Government, if they
made an effort, counld put all those people
into full-time work to-morrow. Here we
have 9,000 people appealing to the Minister
for additional work for the Christmas sea-
son in order that they might be able to earn
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a few pounds exira to buy necessaries and
bring a little cheer to the children’s hearts.

The Minister for Justice: That has been
done.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : But only in a slight
and modified form. If the Government are
going to live up to their reputation, if they
desire to he returned to power—I de not
think they will be—why cannot they take the
bit in their teeth? Why do not Ministers
say to the Premier that they require another
£100,000 for unemployment? I believe they
have only a few more months to live politi-
eally, so why not make a sptash, even in the
dying hours of the Parliament, and put the
unemployed in work? Would it not be a
great gesture on their part?

The Minister for Agriculture:
would you swy if we did?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I would applaud the
Government; I would say that at last the
Labonr Government had lived up to their
promise. I urge them to adopt that course;
otherwise their prospects at the forthecom-
ing eleetions will be black. Let me point
out how the Aeting Minister for Employ-
ment could do some wonderful work. He
said it was difficult to find money for repro-
ductive work.

The Minister for Justice: No, I did not.

Mr, J. H. SMITH : The Minister said that
men had heen employed to remove grass
from the streets. Many works are heing
undertaken that probably are reproductive,
but the Government might well set aside a
sum of money and employ a large body of
men on the work of regrading railways.

Mr. Cross: They are doing it.

My, J. H. SMITH: Buf not where it is
necessary. It is true the Government are
constructing four miles of roadway. I do
not know whether that is going to sclve the
unemployment problem, or whether it is
merely a sop to the member for Canning.
If the Government undertook the regrading
of railways in the south-western part of the
State, which is badly needed, the work wounld
pay for itself in a few years. I am grateful
to the Minister for the pains he took to
explain the vote. On the general discussion
I remarked that the Premier had been a
very fortunate man, Indeed he had every-
thing in his favour and was enabled fto show
a good Budget. Still, I must point out that
the problem of unemployment has not been
solved, The Government were returned to
solve that problem, and yet we still have
9,000 men on part-time work,

What
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Mr. Moloney: You fed the men instead
of providing work.

My, J. H. SMITH: But to-day there are
boys and girls who are not cven heing fed,
but are dependent on fathers in part-time
work.

Mr. Clothier: What do yon propose to
do?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T would propose what
any sensible man would suggest; namely
that girls should follow their natural calling
so that the boys would bhe able to get em-
ployment and marry the girls. What this
State needs is population. Everybody
knows the weakness of the present system,
That, however, is not the problem of the
(Government; it is a problem for every mem-
her of Parliament to tackle, and some solu-
tion of it must be found, The time is
approaching when we will bring the short-
comings of the Government before the
attention of the people, and the people will
decide whether the Government have fallen
down on their job, or whether they deserve
the laudations so lavishly showered upon
them hy their supporters.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan} [88]: I join
with other speakers in expressing appre-
ciation of the work of the department and
of the principle adopted many vears ago
whereby, in place of rations, money was
provided. No doubt the officers of the
department are very sympathetic where
sympathy is justified, and anyone who
speaks fairly could not say otherwise. With
other speakers I regret that sustenance or
yelief work should still be neeessary. I
believe that the problem of unemployment
could be solved in another way. When onr
men returced from the war they were
given an opportunity to learn various
trades. A number of men were enabled to
learn bricklaying, ecarpentry, plastering
and other branches of the building trade.
There are varicus trades that men of 18
to 21 and upwards could he taught, and
in g little time they would be able effici-
ently to engage in the work. Some time
ago 1 told the Chamber of a man who un-
dertook the highly skilled work of linotype
operating, and in 15 months he was ad-
judged 100 per cent, efficient. From that
time he has never had one day’s shortage
of work, The same principles that the
Departinent of Repatriation adopted could
be employed in order that men might be
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taught trades, and thus gradually the
number of unemployved would be reduced.
Classes rould be established, tuition could
be imparted, and in a little while the men
would become efficient. At present there
is a shortage of tradesmen in many aven-
nes. There is a dearth of bricklayers,
stonemasons, plasterers, carpenters and
other tradesmen. What is the reason? The
number of boys permitted to learn those
trades is unduly restricted, which is most
unfair. If the boys were treated justly,
we wonid not have the overwhelming num-
ber of unskilled workers who beeome a
burden on the Government. We are reach-
ing a stage when Ministers take the flat-
tering unction to their souls that they are
doing something virtuous when they pro-
vide part-time work for the unemployed.
It is nothing of the sort. If an attempt
were made to do justice withoui endeav-
ouring to protect the Government, we
would have to admit that young men
should be given an opportunity. But no,
year after year the trouble continues. No
member will disagree that if the lads did
have a trade, we would not have the prob-
lem of unemployment confronting us to-
day.

Mr. Needham: Your Government did not
introduce it, and did not even provide part-
time work.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member says
that some previons Government did not

find part-time . work. That is not the
only job of the Government. Their
real duty i= to see that an oppor-

tunity to learn 2 trade is given, and that
could be done. I do not know why Gov-
ernments, with the great power they pos-
sess, do not attack this problem and
achieve something. The number of nnem-
ployed could be reduced. T do not blame
the present Government in particular. All
Governments scem obsessed with the idea
that they mmust have a number of men
clamouring for part-time work, unemploy-
ment reliel or sustenance. Such a policy,
however, is the very limit of despair. It
gets us nowhere. In fact, it brings the
eountry to poverty and denies to our girls,
as 2 member mentioned just now, the
opportunity to get married. The young
men would soon marry if they were in a
position to do so, but while they have no
opportunity to engage in skilled work, the
present state of affairs will continue,
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Mr. Raphael: Are you advocating the
Douglas Credit System, or socialism?

My, SAMPSOXN: In the vicinity of my
home a hotel was advertising this morning
for a barman, and I was surprised at the
number of applicants. T was told that at
least a couple of hundred men sought the
joh. There may he a little skill in it, but
not much. If skill were required, there
would be few, if any applicants. Someone
known to me advertised recently for a lino-
tvpe operator and a compositor. Praeti-
cally, neither elass of worker is available.

Mr. Raphael: Didn’t you pay your last
man ?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is an over-plus
of unregistered dentists, and of loud-
mouthed non-thinkers who persist in
obstructing the work of this Chamber.
Beyond that and including unskilled
workers I know of no overplus. There is
certainly no overplus of the type that one
would welcome here or elsewhere. Now,
there are many men physically incapable of
taking up unskilled work. It is no solution
of the problem to decide that & man shall
have a certain number of weeks at work
and that then he shall be off for a eertain
number of weeks. I appreciate the Min-
istet’s sympathetic viewpoint, and I know
he is deing his best according to his lights;
but, if he will pardon my saying so, he is
looking at the matter the wrong way. The
only way in whieh this trouble can be solved
is to give the men the opportunity to become
qualified to do work for which there is a
demand. For unskilled workers there is no
great demand; the place is littered with
them. If one advertises for an unskilled
worker, one is overrun in the rush. Let me
join  with other members in expressing
pleasure at the news that Mr. Kenneally is
returning. I support with all sincerity the
suggestion of the member for Nelson as to
the advisableness of appointing an Honor-
ary Minister during the present shortage
of portfolio Ministers. Being a Minister is
a killing job. T do not wish to be personal,
but it is fime that the Government advanced
one or two of those who at preseni are
termed floor members. One word more re-
gardine unemployment. We must not come
to a decision as f{o the number of men who
want wark. ''be number of unemployed is
the numher of unskilled workers. That is
the number. And there are many of them
who would rather suffer than ask for help.

—
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They still have the spirit of independence,
the spirit of self-reliance, and I hope the
Minister will do all in his power to enable
them to retain it. But they ecannot per-
inanently retain it unless given an oppor-
tunity to learn a trade whereby they ecan
earn a living.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [8.18): Last
week I made some referenee te burial of
destitute persons, and the Leader of the
Opposition asserted that [ was speaking to
that item under the wrong Vote. I wish to
take this opportunity of correcting some
figures T gave hon. members last week, but
the eorrection really makes the case T pre-
sented a good deal stronger. I said last
week that for the right to pick up bodies,
preminms of as mueh as 7s. 6d. were bheing
paid by undevtakers. I find now that pre-
miums up to £2 3s. 6d. are being paid.
Undertakers pay up to £2 3s. Gd. for the
right to bury a destilute person, on the off
chance that the person may have a relative
with sufficient money to pay for deeent
burial. T hope the Minister will take action
to stop the practice of premiums, and also
that he will make a larger amount available
for burial of the destitute. The maximum
amount at present allowed is £3 10s.—not
£4, as T stated last weck. Out of that
amount of £3 10s. the undertaker has to
pay the cost of advertising. It is time a
larger amount was made available, so that
.the nnfortunate destitute mayv be buried with
dommon decency. I agree with the member
for Wagin that in the Child Welfare De-
partment we have some remarkably sympa-
thetic and good officers. I regret the faet
that Mr. Brodribh, who has been sceretary
of the department for the past few years,
has heen compelled to retire on account of
reaching the age limit. Mr. Brodribb is a
most sympathetic and lovable man. During
the past year T have known of various orca-
sions when it has been necessary for in-
spectresses of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment to visit urgent eases of disfress out-
side working hours. They have done it
willingly. With reference to one ecase T
would like to pay a special tribute to In-
spectress Allen. I am also in a position
to state that on three oceasions she ‘has
visited urgent eases in her own ecar, paying
for her own petrol in doing the depart-
menl’s work. I hope the Minister in charge
of the department will see that a more lib-
eral petrol allowance is granted (o inspec-
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tresses and inspectors. The present allow-
ance is certainly not large. I observe in
these Estimates mention of expenditure

on numerous homes for children, The
departmental report pays a tribute to
Sister Kate Clutterbnek, who oased to
he at the Parkerville Home. I do not see in
these Estimates, however, any provision

for assistance to Sister Kate, who has
now opened at Queen’s Park a lome for
coloured children. I do not know whether
the department intend to make her anmy
allowance, but certainly one should be
made, as Sister Kate has some 30 to 40
children in her charge. I am in a pesi-
tion to state that cerfain ladies are pay-
ing amounts out of their own pockets to-
wards the maintenanee of the home. Is
not some provision to be made for help-
ing Sister Kate in her good and necessary
work? T hope she will be assisted by the
Uovernment, When the member for Nel-
son was speaking about unemployment, he
claimed that the Government should do
gomething towards regrading of our rail-
ways. It surprises me that the hon. mem-
ber has net taken the trouble to read the
report of the Commissioner of Railways,
He cannot have done so, or he would not
have made the complaint he did against
the Ctovernment. I would point out te
the hon. member that last year on the
Dumbleyung-Kukerin line an amount of
£7,300 was spent in regrading, and on the
Mullewa-Cue line £23,900 also for re-
grading. On  the  Goomalling-Wyal-
catchem line £7,200 was spent last year,
and on the Brunswick Junetion-Collie line
£2,500. The departmental report states
that on deviations and regrading about
£183,000 was spent during the year. In
view of these figures, the remarks of the
member for Nelson are distinetly unfair.
Now I have something to say abont the
employment of ‘‘C’’ elass men. The Min-
ister said to-night that the department
had practically been responsible for ob-
taining some 70 invalid pensions. Numer-
ous unfortunate individuals eclassed as
¢’ are to-dny in a most invidious posi-
tion. They are classed by the State doctor
as being totally unfit for work. T believe
many are totally unfit. When they apply
for an invalid pension, however, the Com-
monwealth medieal referee states that
under the Invalid Pensions Aect these men
are ineligible for pensions. I know some
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of the cases, and am prepared to state the
names and addresses of the docfors con-
cerned, so that hon. members, if they so
desire, can interview the doctors. One
man, living not far away from my home,
has not been fit to work, and has not
worked, for nine or ten months. His con-
dition is sueh as to neeessitate his attend-
ing the Perth Hospital every day. It is
not likely that the man will be able to
work for 12 months to come, if ever again.
The Perth Hospital dectors say he will
never work again. He applied for an in-
valid pension, but he is left a charge on
the State because the Commonwealth medi-
cal referee cannot agree that he is totally
and permanently ineapacitated. That is
one case. Another case lives at Como, and
is known to half the Ministers in this
Chamber. An Australian-born, he has
been a good citizen, but has now become
ineapacitated owing to cardiac trouble. A
South Perth doetor who attended the man
was interviewed by me relative to the case,
and stated definitely that the man will
never recover his health. He added, ‘*The
man is so bad that I have notified his wife
that if he has a tarn now I will come when
sent for, though I know I will never be
paid.”> The Pensions Department refuse
to entertain the application for an invalid
pension in this ease because, they say, he
might get better. The truth is that the
man at present ean hardly walk about, and
is in bed half the time. He is not likely
ever to reecover. I hope the Minister will
take notice of this aspect, and that when
the Premier goes to the Loan Couneil in
a week or two he will take the opportun-
ity of interviewing the Prime Min-
ister on the subject, with a view fo
obtaining an amendment of the In-
valil Pensions Act, for there are
several eases in  the same ecategory.
Hon. members know it is the duty of the
Federal Government to look after the in-
valids of the State and because of the pre-
sent unsatisfactory nature of the Act they
allow those people to be cared for by the
States. Tt is no joke for those who are in
the unfortunate position to which I have
referred, and T should like the Minister in
charge of the department to give some of
those cases special consideration. Take a
man with a wife and child, the maximum,
payment which ean be given to him
by the Sustenance Department at Mar-
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quis-street is a guinea a week, and
cveryone knows that it is impossible for
them to live on that. Tn the genuine cases
certified by their own doctar, a special allow-
ance might he made to enable them fo pay
rent and earry on. I sincerely hope the
Government will take some notice of the
question T have raised in relation to invalid
cases, those cases on which the Commeon-
wealth medical referees eannot agree. Tt is
possible that they may recover in a year o
two and so there should be granted tempor-
arily invalid pensions which could be sub-
ject to review every three or six months.
[ have put up these ecases to the Deputy
Commissioner who is very sympathetie, but
he is tied down by the provisions of the Act.
If, as T suggested, temporary pensions were
given, the cases could be reviewed every few
months, and if there were signs of recovery
the pensions could be lified. Some of the
people I have in mind have pioneeved the
State and it is not fair that they should be
treated so shabbily.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narregin)
{8.34]: My remarks on these four Votes are
likely to be brief. I had intended referring
at length to the problem of work for young
folk between the ages of 14 and 20, but the
members for Nelson and Swan have anti-
cipated me. I should, however, like to asso-
ciate myself with those two members in the
plea they put up to the Minister, and T sub-
mit to him that just about the most import-
ant and pressing probMem facing the de-
partment whose Vote we are discussing is
this same problem to which I have made
reference. Other than that, there are three
questions I should like to put up to the Min-
ister and, in respect of these, mavhe he will
make some reference when later on he is
replying to the general debate. According
to the Minister, payment in regard to un-
employment velief last vear was £72,500
whilst this year there has been a big drop
to £63,000. That is a fairly substantial de-
crease and one would naturaily have ex-
pected that the salaries paid with regard to
the smaller dishursements would also have
shown a deerease. Instead T am rather sur-
prised to find that there has been an inerense
of from £13,000 to £14,000.

The Minister for Justice: I explained that
when introdueing the Estimates.

Mr. DONEY: I listened carefully to the
hon. member’s remarks, though perhaps I
may have been out of the Chamber for a
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moment when he made reference to that par-
ticular matter. I do not wish it to be im-
plied from my remarks that I consider the
officials of the Unemployment Department
are wasting their time; on the contrary,
whenever I have been to the offices of the
department either in Marquis-street or in
Barrack-street I have always found the staff
busily employed. I also take this oppor
tunity of saying that any questions I have
veferred to the officials have been dealt with
expeditiously and semsibly. I notice that
there is debited to the Council of Industrial
Development the sum of £567 paid as sal-
ary to the secretavy, Mr. Macartney. T am
in agreement with those members who have
referred to Mr. Macartney as being an ex-
cellent officer, hut the point I desire to make
is that T cannot quite understand why, hav-
ing regard to the fact that Mr. Macartney
puts in most of his work on the unemplox-
ment side of the department, no por-
tion of his salary is’debited to the Unem-
ployment Vote. Perhaps the Minisler will
explain that and at the same time maybe he
will explain the reason for the appearance
on this vear’s HEstimates of £567 for an in-
spector. I do not quite understand who the
inspeetor is or what his work may he. I
notice that last year there was no such in-
spector and no such Vote provided. T had
intended to make some refevence to the eol-
lections from sustenance men for the AW, U.
political funds. hut sinee that is a matter
that concerns Mr. Kenneally I have decided
not to make other than this brief allusion
to it. T should like to assaciate myself with
the Minister and other hon. members in ex-
pressine the hope that Mr. Kenneally will
very shortly be back in the House to carrv
on once more his accustomed work.

MER. F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe) [8.38]: The problem of unemploy-
ment will never be solved by misrepresent-
ing it and neither will the means of over-
coming the difficulties arising from it be
contributed to by speeches such as were
made this evening by the member for Nel-
son (Mr. J. . Smith). We all know that
unemployment is a world-wide problem,
that it has come upon us since the war with
a magnitude that was never experienced be-
tore the war. The British Government,
when it introduced the national insuranece
scheme in 1911 for the purpose of provid-
ing certain contractual rights for thnse who
contributed to that scheme when ther le-

[ASSEMBLY.]

cume unemployed, considered as a result of
their estimates that they made on that oc-
casion, that if they provided for the
Treasury to make loans available from that
fund to the extent of £3,000,000 to meet the
calls uwpon it by the incidence of unemploy-
ment in speeial eireumstances wheve thosc
calls became a little abnormal, that
amount would be sufficient. But sinee the
war, we know as a result of our reading and
our knowledge, that it has not been possible
to reduce unemployment below tolerable
limits, the limits which existed before the
war. Unemployment has extended not only
in Great Britain, but in other countries of
the world.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Great Britain has
found employment for a considerabie num-
her of men this yeor. '

Mr. F. C, L. SMITH: Not only has un-
employment extended in other countries to
a great degree, buf in Great Britain it had
extended so much by 1931 that the Mae-
Donald Government in that year introduced
an amendment to the National Tnsurance
Act to make provision for the Treasury to
extend loans to the fund amounting to 60
miltions sterling, or twenty times the
amount of the original estimate. We are
faced with two problems, that of unemploy-
ment itself and the means of combating it
and curing i6, and the problem of in some
measure relieving those who have become
victing of it. We know that if this State
had at its disposal fonds to ewable it to
solve the problem of unemployment, the
State would immediately be flooded by un-
employed from the other States.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That wns not what
vou told ns when you were on this side of
the House.

Mr, F. C. L. SMITH: We know that that
is 50, and thercfore we are aware that if ever
this eountry is to solve the problem of un-
employment it will only be solved wupon
a Federal basis and through the activities of
the Federal Government, Buat that Govern-
ment, of course, are not attempting to solve
it; all they are trying to do is to extend
some measure of relief in their own particu-
lar territory to the vietims of unemploy-
ment. Otherwise they are throwing the re-
sponsibility upon the States. Tt iz upon the
extent to which the present Government
have contributed to the relief of un-
employment that T congratulate them.
When the Premier made his policy speech at
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Boulder in 1933 he made no attempt to mis-
represeni the position. He did not ery,
“Work for all.” He said if his party were
returned, they would endeavour to case the
burden of unemployment.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are vou sure you
have the correct stalement?

Mr. ¥ C. L. SMITH: Yes,

Mr. Thorn: You have put it very micely.

Mr. . C. L. SMITH : Those were the Pre-
mier’s own words. The Government have re-
deemed the promises made on that oceasion,
particularly with reference to casing the
burden of the unemployed. This question is
looming so large in our seeial system that
Stale Governmenis have not sufficient funds
at their disposal to take any important step
in solving the problem. They must confine
® their activities to those who are the most
needy amongst the vietims of unemployment,
those who have qualified for assistance,
those who, if not afforded some measure of
relief, do not know where their next feed
is coming from. That is the seetion to which
the Government have to confine their atten-
tentions. We know from the figures of re-
porting frade unions that there are many
more unemployed persons than are repre-
sented amongst the relief workers. Amongst
the relief workers who bave qualified for
sustenance there are so many to be pro-
vided for that the funds at the disposal of
the Government are insufficient to furnish
them with full-time work. I suggest to the
member for XNelson, and others who have
made extravagant statements suggestive of
the fact that if another Government were
returned fo power they would provide work
for all, that neither this nor any other State
Government with the funds at their com-
mand eould attempt fo solve the problem of
unemployment. The best any of them can
do iz to endeavour to extend some relief
to those who have become the vietims of
unemployment, The figures submitted this
evening hy the Acting Minister for Employ-
ment indicate the measure of relief that has
heen extended since the present Government
came into office. In 1933 over 17,000 per-
sons were on (Government relief works and
in receipt of sustenance, and nearly one-
third of them were in receipt of rations,
whilst the remainder were on relief works.
To-day those numbers have been reduced to
9,000, with only about 750 on sustenance.
That indieates the extent to which this Gov-
ernment have eased the burden on our un-
employed workers.
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Mr. Moloney: And those workers had to
pay emergency tax as well

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: That comes under
a different heading. Members opposite must
admit that the Government, through the
Minister for Employment, have set up an
organisation whereby the funds at their dis-
posal have been wsed to the best advantage
in the way of finding relief work. A large
namber of those who had previouwsly
existed merely on sustenance and rafions
have heen transferred to relief works, and
their condition very much improved in con-
sequence.  The amount paid for part-time
workers has lbeen inereased considerably
compared with the seale in operation when
ihe previous Government were in office, The
present Government have made allowances
for margins for skill, for holidays, and have
made camp allowanees which were not made
by the previous Government. Although
some of these allowances were made by the
previous Crovernment, the allowable earnings
were not increased, and consequently the
workers derived no benefit from them. The
present Government have nothing to fear
from fair ecriticism concerning the whole
question of unemployment as it affeets this
State. They have nothing te fear from any
criticism of the organisation they have set
up for the relief of the victims of unem-
ployment. They can face any body of elee-
tors with confidence on these issues. Refer-
ence has been made to unemployment on the
goldfields. I know it exists there, as it does
in the ecity and elsewhere, amongst those
who are not ineluded in the relief workers
and those on sustenance. The Common-
wealth figures for the second guarter of this
year, as they apply to the reporting trade
unions, show that there ave 17.8 per cent.
of the workers unemployed amongst these
particular organisations. The figures are
exclusive of the workers who are on
part-time employment. These people are

considered to be employed so far
as these figures are concerned. The
figures indicate that unemployment is
still a hig factor, und that we may

expect to find unemployed amongst the
members of reporting trade unions in all
the big centres. In the mining industry
there is a big turnover of labour. On the
various mines one can attend the respective
shifts, and see the men who are waiting to
be employed. Whilst T was in Kalgoorlie
recently I inquired inte the possibility of
getting work for & young man who could do
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nothing else besides bogging and trucking.
I made inquiries of several managers. They
all told me they could do nothing. They
said they had lately been easing the position,
and had been standing a few men down.
When they began to re-employ men, as they
would shortly be doing, they said they
would have to give preference to those who
were standing down. That position has
existed for the last 30 years. There has
always been a constderable follow-up on the
mines. It has been the policy of the com-
panies to endeavour to keep the labour
market well supplied in those distriets.
Apart from those who follow the avocation
of wmining, there ave others who have
migrated to the fields and helped to swell the
number of unemployed. Unfortunately they
have becn attracted by the glowing accounts
of the prosperity that is supposed to pre-
vail there. They appear to fecl some re-
sentment after experiencing the conditions,
and finding out that there are many local
people who will probably reeeive prefercnce
of cmployment on the mines, Things are
not as bright as they anticipated them to be.
I know some of them are pretty hard held,
but they cannot be very hard held when they
can turn down the offer of the Minister for
Mines of 15s. per week under the prospect-
ing scheme. There is no excuse for any
single man on the goldfields to be hard
held, to be visiting the hotels and restaurants
for a “hand-out,” when they have this offer
of 15s. a week. Any man of spirit would
acrept that offer in preference to going to
hotels and restaurants for a “hand-out.”

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is a dreadful offer.
How could they go into the hush on 15s a
week?

Mr, F. C. L. SMITH: They have the op-
portunity to do something.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Bnt they have no chanee
of getting anywhere.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Of course thev
have. Did Baylev and Ford get 15s. a week
when they went out first? Did the men
who blazed the country receive that weekly
allowance? They did not even know where
the next water was coming from.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Tell them that at
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: T told them that at
a meeting of the unemploved in Kalgoorlie
the other day. 1 do not go behind them.
The men who blazed the conntry did not re-
ceive 15s. a week when they went prospect-
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ing. T am not speaking of married men
with responsibilities but of single men who
have turned down the proposition, and yet
they will go to hotels and restaurants for a
“hand-out,” as the member for Nelson said.

Mr. Moloney: The member for Nelson put
them at Blackboy Hill.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I did not.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Tt was better to put
them at Blackboy than have them sleep on
the Esplanade.

Mr. F. C. L SMITH: I havc a word to
say about the Labour Bureau. When I was
in I{algoorlie last week I visited the Labour
Burean to ascertain how many pcople were
registered. The total number of registra-
tions was 36, of whom 19 men had regis-
tered in the previous month,” A number of
the unemployed complain that it is not of
much use to tegister there. It is snid that
no job ever came ont of the Labour Burean
in Kalgoorlie. I should like the Minister to
inquire whether a job ever does come out of
that bureaw, I know the mining companies
do not go to it when they want men, beeanse
they always have a supply following the avo-
eation of mining, men who attend each shifi.
T can understand the position of the un-
employed man who tegisters there month
after month and finds that no job is ever
seeured through the burean. Sueh a man
would naturally become downhearted and
the tendeney would be to consider it not
worth while to register there. Conse-
quently it may be said that the 36 men
who registered at the burean do not
fairly represent the extent of unemploy-
ment in that partienlar distriet. At one
time on the goldfields whben a man with
family responsibilitics found himself hard
up against if, his eredit exhausted, and
withoat knowing where his next meal was
to come from. he could go to the clerk of
courts, put his ease before him and ask
that his position should be investigated.
The usnal procedure was for a member of the
police force to carry out the necessary inves-
tigations, and if it were found that the
man’s case was a gennine one, that he had
‘tried his best and had got into his then
unemployed pesition through no fault of

his own, it was thalt man’s right to go to.

the clerk of courts and secure from him
necessary relief. That svstem has been
set aside altogether, but 1 do not think
there was any neeessity for it to have been
stopped. I presume it is essential to make
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provision against misrepresentation, but
legislation has been passed making misre-
presentation of that deseription an offence.
In addition, there is the faet that in ne
cireumstances, under the old system, was
any relief extended until exhaustive in-
guiries had been made to prove the genu-
ineness of the application. There is no
reason why that system should not be re-
Instituted to-day, beeause the man with
dependants who can qualify for the re-
ceipt of sustenance would have his posi-
tion thoroughly investigated. Men on the
goldfields are of a rather independent
type. and if they are in such straits that
they have to make application for assis-
tance, they must be flat out to it. Under
existing circumstances, their applications
mmust be sent to Perth and considered here,
where the officials do not know the facts.
A decision is arrived at, and usually the
recommendation made is that those con-
cerned shall receive sustenance work, of
which there is none. Some alteration
should be effected in that particular de-
tail, and the clerk of eourts should be
given the right to extend assistance to
genuine applicants to cover their re-
quirements for about a fortnight until such
time as the officials in Perth can consider
the claims, if that course should be deemed
Hecesse r‘\'.

MR. TONKIN (XNorth-East Fremantle)
[9.5]: Tt is true, as the member for Nelson
{Mr. J. H. Smith) said, that last evening
the State Congress of the Labour Party
substituted the “right to live” for its pre-
vious claim for the “right to work.” That
change is the result of a recognition of the
fact that modern industry in its bighly
mechanised state has permanently displaced
labour. There is no member of this House
who will not concede the right to live fo
every person, but I do not know so much
about members of anocther place.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is very unfair
to say that.

Mr. TONKIN: Members of this Honse
are soffieiently advanced now, T think, to
concede the nght to live, but I interpret the
right to live to mean the right to live in
reasonable comfort. It is in that regard
that I expressed my doubt as to members
of another place. The term “reasonable
comfort,” of course, has an ever-changing
meaning, because whnt was ronsidered
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reasonable comfort ten years ago would not
be regarded as reasonable to-day.

Mr. Thorn: No, not enough feathers in
mattresses.

Mr. TONKIN: As civilisation progresses,
and industry makes it possible for people
to ohtain greater comforts, so our standard
of living should rise progressively. 'That
should apply not only to the man who is
born with a silver spoon in his mouth but
also to the man who is born, unfortunately,
in very poor cireumstances. A long period
of low wages that a large nunber of men
have experienced in this State bas had a
disastrous cffect upon the community. 1f
mueinbers have any doulit on that scove, they
can turn to page 15 of the report of the
Child Welfare Departinent for confirmation.
Therein they will find the Following state-
ment ;—

The inspectors report that there has heen
more sickness in ¢pidemie form than during any

previous year, and they consider that this is
largely due to malnutrition.

I do not doubt that at all; I am satisfied
that that is exaectly the position. After a
long pericd of low wages, the physical
health of the community has been so re-
duced that resistance to disease has been
lessened, and that is why the various epi-
demics this vear have taken a more severe
form than previously. Surely we are not
content with that position. We eannot blame
men for agitating for an improvement in
their conditions while they are not in re-
ceipt of full-time employment at wages that
will guarantee them a living in a reascnable
degree of comfort. If we need any fur-
ther evidence that people are ill-nourished
and ill-fed, we can turn to page 16 of the
report, in which memhers will find it men-
tioned that had it not been for assistance
received from the Lotteries Commission, de-
stitution in a large number of homes could
not have been rvelieved. 1t i a very sad eom-
mentary on our times that it is possible for
destitution to be widespread, and it is evi-
dent from the departmental report that it
is still existent to a very appreciahle de-
gree. In referring to the assistance re-
ceived from the Lotteries Commision, the
report states—

These welcome grants have heen most help-
ful in assisting long-required improvements in
the way of buildings, equipment, renovations,
ete,, to be materialised. In addition to the
ahove grants, the commission has made avail-

able the sum of £450 during the vear to enable
destitute homes to be re-established.
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Here we see that we have to depend upon
money from the Lotteries Commission to re-
establish destitute homes in the community,
and that in the present year of grace! It
would nof appear that we have progressed
very far. Further on in the report it is
stated—

Grants of this nature, going directly inte
destitute homes, bring about better living con-
ditions, and by improved environment create
an uplift in the outlook on life by the respective
families.

It behoves us to keep striving to make
it possible for destitution to he relieved
as the result of work sopplied rather
than to depend upon grants from the Lot-
teries Commission, I believe there is a
direct obligation upon the State to give as
much aid as possible where, throngh no faulf
of their own, the standard of living of the
people has fallen below that preseribed by
the Arbitration Court. I know that the
assistance the Government are able to grant
is limited by the financial accommodation
available, but where it is possible to improve
the standard of living of the people with-
out additional cost to the State, that course
should he pursued in every imstance. We
should endeavour to do as much as possible
for people who are living helow the
standard, salthough I admit the limita-
tion preseribed by the finaneial aspect.
The Minister this evening mentioned
that it was customary to advance fares
to people to enable them to go to other dis-
triets to Jook for work, and that those people
were required to repay the fares when they
obtained employment. I cannot follow that
arrangement. The railways are Stafe-owned.
We run trains every day and I suppose 99
out of every hundred of those trains leave
the platform with room for additional pas-
sengers. It would not cost the State any-
thing to grant passes to unemployed persons
entitling them to travel by those trains when
looking for work. That would be a means
of improving their standard of life, indir-
ectly, without any charge upon the State.
We say we would like to do more for the
unemployed but cannot do so hecause of
lack of money. I agree, but where it is
possible to help them without additienal
cost to the State, it should be done. Here
is where I consider we could help them to
a greater degree. If we require the person
who is provided with a railway pass in order
that he may seek work, to repay that money
out of his earnings, we reduce that man’s
standard of living by taking away from him
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cevtain money that he could have used to
improve his standard of kving. 'There is
no necessity to do that, becanse the railways
are State-owned, and it would not cost any-
thing to give those unemployed persons their
fares. We could protect the system against
the overloading of trains by limiting the
rnumber of free passes per train. We could
limit the number of passes for eack day, and
50 we conld ensure against the necessity for
putting on exira ecarriages and inereasing
the running costs of the department. But
where there is room on the train for addi-
tional passengers without any cost to the
Btate, we could make the seats available
to unemployed persons to enable them to go
looking for work. There is no reason why
that should not be done. If the Railways
were privately owned and the Government
had to pay the fares I could under-
stand the position, but since we are running
the trains in any ease 1 can see no reason
why we should not say to the unemployed,
“You can travel on the trains free of charge
if you are looking for work.”

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: They are given
passes only when they have a job to go to.

Mr. TONKIN: No, I myself have received
passes for men who have not had a definite
job to go to, but only a reasonable chance
of obtaining work. T have secured the passes
for them. It would not cost the State any-
thing. We could give themt the passes for
nothing, and so we wonld be indirectly im-
proving their standard of living. Suppose
the fare were £3. If a man has been oul
of work for a long time he will have used
up his reserves and his personal and house-

- hold elothing and utensils will bave become

depleted. e goes looking for a job, and if
suecessful he is asked Dy the Minister to
repay his fare, the money for which he eould
otherwise use to improve his standard of
living. 1 see no reason why the State, own-
ing the railways, should require such a man
to repay the cost of travelling. He is prae-
tically destitute when he starts his journey,
and here is a way in which to assist him
and which would cost us nothing. T hope
the Minister will look into that proposal,
and if it is found at atl practicable that
he will put it into operation, and so in
future unemployed persons travelling to
other districts in search of employment will
he permitted to travel free. If there are
any objections to that, T should like to hear
them from the Minister when he replies
to the debatee I know the de-
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partment bas been busy during the
last few weeks endeavouring to com-
plete a scheme for the employment

of ““C' e¢lass men who, no doubt, pr.-
sent a special problem, I hope the Gov-
ernment will push on with that scheme so
they can get as manoy as possible of these
men to work. I know guite a number of
them who, through having been out of
work for a long time, have in their heads
the idea that they cannot work, cannot
stand up to work and will never work
again. On the other hand I have seen
gsome men who have been on ““C" class
work and who are now anxious for it, de-
gpite the fact that they did mot previously
want it. It shows that the policy will
bring out men by giving them the oppor-
tunity to do suitable work, and T hope
that the Government will push on with
the scheme so that as many as possible ot
the **C’? ¢lass men may be furnished with
work. It is not often that relief workers
are given credit for the work they do. We
frequently hear from public men criticism
of them to the effect that they loaf on the
job. I was very pleased to hear the Min-
ister for Water Supplies mention a few
dayz ago, when opening the reservoir at
Buckland Hill, that that job had been
completed for a sum below the estimated
cost.  That job was performed by men on
relief work, and it was completed at a sum
below estimated cost.

Mr. Cross: That is a general thing with
relief workers.

Mr. TONKIN: It certainly goes to the
credit of those men, who are only on part
time employment and are not drawing a
wage that will keep them up to Al physi-
cal condition, that so willing were they to
work that they completed the job, and the
eost of it te the department was lower
than was estimated. I agree with the mem-
ber for Canning that this is pretty gen-
eral with those men on relief work, I
would not like to resume my seat without
giving a meed of praise to the large num-
ber of foster parents who are doing a great
service for the State in looking after the
State wards that are boarded out. I no-
tice from the report for last vear that 552
children were boarded out with foster
parents, and it says a lof for those foster
parents that the mortality was only three
deaths amongst the 552 children. Of those
three that died, two died from pneumoaia.
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and one was accidently killed. It shows
that foster parents look after thuse
childven as well as real parents Jook
after their own children, and it is
pleasing indeed to think that there were
only three deaths amongst 552 children. 1
notice the inspectors report very favour-
ably on the results of their inspection.
Members are apt to pass over this depart-
ment without thinking of the good work
of the foster parenis, and I should like to
take this opportunity to place on record
our appreciation of the good work those
people are doing for the State; because
it is a State obligation te bring up those
children and make decent citizens of them,
and the foster parents are playing their
part admirably.

HON. 0. & LATHAM (York) [9.23]: I
hope the Minister will give consideration to
any tequest for labour that might be re-
ceived from the agricultural distriets. 1
have just returned from a trip in the
country. Af ome place I asked a farmer
about the ecutting of hay for chaff, and he
said it was impossible to get the labour. He
pointed out that chaff cutiing necessitater
quite a lot of labour, and he said bhe had
great trouble in getting labour for stocking
hay in the field. We have to be careful
that the Government do not provide special
employment for men when other avenues of
cmployment are open.

Mr. Hegney: The men would have to take
a chance of getting their wages.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
knows nothing at all about it. The farmers
pay wages just as well as do other em-
ployers, for they are no more dishonest than
is any other section of the community. The
point is that the indu-iry at present does
not enable them to pay high wages. Stili, a
man taken by a farmer must be better off
than he would be under half-time employ-
ment provided by the Government. I know
the eonditions under which the Governmént
are providing work, as for instance 30s. a
week for single men. Men employed on a
farm ought to get 30s. a week and their
keep, probably more than that. The Minis-
ter might ask his officials to ascertain from
the agricultural areas whether there is any
likelihood of employment being offered, and
if s0 to see ahout making the lahour avail-
able,
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The Minister for Justice: We are glad to
get applications from employers who desite
labour.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Certainly soie-
thing ought to be done.

Mr, Hegney: Do these men use the La-
bour Bureau?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know.
At all events it would be of no use to load
“C” eclass men on to that work,

The Minister for Justiece: Certainly not.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: They have to be
competent men, able to stand up to the
work. I do not want the Government to
say that the agricultural industry is not
capable of absorhing any more men. I know
the policy of the Lahour Goverument, and
I know their promises, many of which, of
eourse, could not be fulfilled.

Mr. Moioney: Does the hon. member
really know the policy of the Labour
Party?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The hon. menber
is so far out of touch with Labour prin-
ciples that he requires this side of the
House to tell him what the Labour policy is.

Mr. Moloney: I have that speech of yours
on my desk,

Hon, . G. LATHAM: I do not care, for
my speeches are always very sound, and I
have due regard for what the State ecan
afford to pay. One thing in which I did
not assist the hon. member was in the
putiing of men into gaol because they told
a le in order 1o get a job. I hope the
Govermment will not make relief work so
attractive that men out of employment will
not be ahsorbed in the agricultural industry,

Mr. Cross: Tell us how to make susten-
ance work less attractivef

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: If there is em-
ployment in better conditions to be found
in other parts of the State, that objective
will be achieved. Tn many instances this
farm work would provide permanent em-
ployment for men now an sustenance.

Mr. Moloney: On the farm{

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Yes. When our
Government, the previons Government, gave
a subsidy to farmers with which to employ
labour, we found that quite a number of
those who secured employment suceeeded in
making it permanent employment. As a
matter of fact I know two of those men
who now have farms of their own, So T
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lkink we ought to give encouragement in
that direction. Members sometimes publish
statements that are not true.

Mr. Hegney: Those on your side do that.

Hon, C. ¢. LATHAM : No, the hon. mem-
ber is one of the worst offenders in that re-
spect.

Mr. Hegney: Will you apologise for the
statement you made the other night?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The only thing I
will apologise for iz the hon. member's in-
terpretation of what I said. He knows very
well what was said.

Mr. Hegney: I read what you said.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, but it was
the interpretation the hon. member placed
on it afterwards that was wrong.

Mr. Hegney: 1 ean read plain English.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Members on this
side will give just as mueh consideration
to the Labour people as would the hon.
member and in a muoeh more practical way.

Mr. Cross: You did nob do it.

Hou. C. G. LATHAM: Did we not? The
hon. member complained about our baving
placed men in Blackboy Hill camp. We had
to provide a shelter for them and that was
the reason they were put there.

Mr. Cross: It was demoralising to the
meil.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: It was better to
have them housed at Blackhoy than to have
them running from place to place looking
for shelter.

The Premier: You denied that York state-
ment three weeks afterwards.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I denied immedi-
ately the interpretation that was put upon it.
As a matter of faet, it took the Trades and
Labour Counecil about a fortnight to find an
interpretation that sumited them. Then they
said, “This is something on which we can
win an election.”

The Minister for Agrienlture: It was a
very unfortunate remark.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was not.

The Premier: The unfortunate part was
vour delay in denying it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, it was a fort-
night hefore the Trades and Lahour Coun-
¢il eould find an interpretation that suited
them. Tater on we will give them some-
thing on which to plage an interpretation
and see whether that will he advertised.

Mr. Moloney: Three weeks afterwards
vou emhroidered it a little.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Embroidered if!
T doubt whether the hon. member knows
anything about the use of u needle.

The Minister for Agricnltnre: A
soand speech.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If it were not
more sound than those of the Minister, 1
would not deliver it to the Chamber.

The Minister for Justice: You started the
argument.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I did not; I ob-
Jected to a wrong Interpretation being
placed on my remarks, If 1 desired to re-
duce wages, I would be honest enough to
say so straight out.

Mr. Moloney: But you did say it.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: T did not. T be-
lieve in the 44-hour week, but T heligve in
evervbody having it.

Mr. Needham: At how much a week?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T do not mind
how much the industry could pay.

Mr. Needham: Eighteen and ninepence?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
is a better judge of that than I am. T do
not believe in selecting some seetions of the
communitv for a 44-hour week while others
have to work longer hours te pay for it.

Mr. Moloney: Is that why vou put the
railway emplovees back on the 48-hour
week ?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T suppose the
Arbitration Court did that. T am not aware
that we ran the Arbitration Conrt.  The
oniv time we had anything to do with the
court was when a measure was passed
throngh Parliament.

Mr. Cross: Yon put them back without
the court and you know it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T think we are
getiing away from the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, and I think yon
might address the Chair, too.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: [ am addressing
the Chair.

AMr. Raphael: Oeeasionally.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some members
make a speech only by way of interjection.
In that respect the member for Victoria
Park is a bad offender. I rose to ask the
Minister to provide labour for employment
in country distriets.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, and we
would like to get applieations for it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 think it is the

duty of the departmeat to get info touch
with the farmers.

very
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Me, Raphael: You should see thai the
cockies pay fair wages for labour.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T wonder if the
hon. gentleman ever gets a headache through
listening to his own voice. If the Minister
will do that, I will do all in my power to
cet those desirous of obtaining men to com-
municate with thé department.

MR. MOLONBY (Subiaco) [9.35]: I
listened to the Leader of the Oppositien in
the hope of hearing something of a econ-
structive nature, but was disappointed.
Earlier in the evening we were regaled with
an oration from the member for Nelson, but
if anyone expected anything of a construe-
tive natnre from him, he was doomed to
disappointment. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition practically reiferated what he said at
York on that memorable ocecasion and
blamed the Arbifration Court for doing an
injustice that was actually committed by the
Government of which he was a member He
was not game to stand up lo the action of
the Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
away yet.

Mr, MOLOXEY : I wonder what the other
side wonld do if there were no Arbitration
Court.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Appoint one for
you.

Mr. MOLONEY: The workers of this
country were subjected to a decision of the
Arbitration Court as a result of expressed
instructions by the previous Covernment.

Hon. C. Q. Latham: There were no in-
structions by the previons Government.
Whatever was done, Parliament did it.

Mr. MOLONEY: One ean search the
effervescing verbiage of the member for
Nelson in vain for anything of a construe-
tive nature and might equalily look in vain
for anything constructive from the Oppo-
sition.

Mr. Thorn: Then why repeat the dose?

Mr. MOLONEY: Remembering that
17,000 workers were on relief and that 4,776
conld not secure a day’s work—this will bear
reiteration—I ask the member for Nelson to
point out what his Government did. His
statement was ludierous. We are told that
we must provide labour for the farmers. 1
have not discovered that the present Gov-
ernment are averse from providing labour
for any legitimate work. Buf let members
bear in mind that, according to a statement
made by the Minister for Lands on the 22nd

I have never tun
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Avpgust last, only 76 farmers paid income
tax, and when we are told that we musi
provide lahour for the farmers without any
guarantee that the men will get their wages,
I, for one, refuse to be an accomplice to it.

Mr. Seward: Don’t talk rubbish.

Mr. MOLONEY: e have been told
about the subsidising of farm labour, and
that some of the men so subsidised eventn-
ally obtained farms for themselves, Even
the memher for Avon, who sits on the Op-
position side, deprecated the exodus from
the farms during the regime of the previons
Government. No fewer than 1,700 farmers
vacated their holdings. Yet we are told that
as a result of the subsidies, additional
men  became farmers. A statement of
that kind carries no weight with me.
The Opposition are now asking us to emu-
late them. I do not think any member of
this Chamber, if he views the position
calmly, would ask ns to do what they
have done. Provided an assurance were
given that those men would receive suffi-
cient upon which to live under the condi-
tions obtaining to-day, all wonld be well
served by putting them on the land. We
do not want to send men on the land who
will be subject to the scurvy treatment
that is often meted out to them to-day.
Apparently we must send big strong men
to our farmers, not men who are physi-
cally incapacitated. No doubt we would
have to subseribe to the standard set up
by the Leader of the Opposition himself,
send men with the physique that charac-
terises that hon. gentleman. I understand
that in days gone by the Leader of the
Cpnosition was a veritable Hereules. No
doubt what the farmers have in wmind 13
a man like Frederick the Great at the
time when he was building up Prussia. We
must not send men to farms below a very
high standard of physique. That is the
type of sineerity that characterises mem-
bers of the Opposition. It shows what
workers may expect from them. We have
hearéd the platitndes that have dbeen
mounthed by the member for Nelson. We
ean all remember the time when the un-
employed paraded the streets of Perth. I
remember, too, when they flocked ouiside
this building, and Sir James Mitchell was
asked to go out and placate them. Members
opposite who will be seeking the suffrages
of the people again are now making per-
rorations pointing out all the advantages
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to be gained by reinstating the previcus
Government. They talk about things be-
ing done so much better by the previous
CGioverninent than they are being done by
the present Government. We all know
what the previous Government did with
respect to the finaneial emergeney legisla-
tion, whilst at the same time they talked
of hfting the burden from the people.
Every one of those poor devils who were
working under those conditions was sub-
jeet to a flat rate of emergency tax. When
we tried to relieve them of the burden to
the extent of an exemption at £3 125, a
week in the ease of married men, the
Opposition were adamant. The very people
who to-day are voicing their solicitude for
the unemployed were aghast to think that
anything should be done fo relieve the bur-
den. When we desired to exempt single
men at £2 per week, they opposed the
proposition tooth and nail. They were
suecesstul in another place, but eventually

a4 vompromise was effected at 30s. a
week.
The CHAIRMAN: Taxation does not

come under this Vote,

Mr, MOLONEY : Those who were on the
very lowest level were subjeet to taxation
at the hands of the very pecple who now
profess to be so solicitons in their inter-
ests. T regret that the member for Nel-
son is not in his seat. Possibiy some of
the featnres in vegard to unemployment
that I have referred to may serve as an
instruction to him because of the many
aspects he overlooked in the comrse of his
criticism of the Government. Bad and all
as the position i3 to-day, it is Heaven com-
pared with that which existed when the
previous CGoverhment were in office. 1
know the Gtovernment have been grappling
with the position of “C’’ elass men. I
am not aitogether satisfied that justice has
been done to those men, but T am informed
that every effort has been made to cope
with the sifuation. Those men are being
found work ecommensurate with their phy-
sieal fitness to do it. The Opposition do
not desire that ‘“C’’ ¢lass men should be
allowed within a hundred miles of any
farm; we must therefore find something
else for them to do. I understand that is
now being done. The position is infinitely
better than il was. Holiday pay is being
given, as well as camp allowanees and mar-
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ging for skill. I hope in the near future
full-time work will operate. The Govern-
ment are faced with a Herculean task in
finanging all those works they desire to
put into operation. I listened to the
statement of the Acting Minister for Em-
ployment made at a congress meeting the
other day. It is evident from his remarks
that the Government are moving towards
the desired goal, that of placing in full-
time employment those men who are now
on part-time. It is a question of finance,
and as soon as that is solved, the consum-
mation so much desired by the iovernment
will be realised. I could speak at consid-
erable length on this subject, but it has
already been clearly put before the Com-
mittee by members on this side of the
Chamber. In view of the absolute inepti-
tude displayed by members opposite in
their attempted castigation of the Govern-
ment to-night, T will confine myself to the
few remarks I have just made.

Vote put and passed.

Fotes—Unemployment Relief and State
Labour Bureau, £83,922; Council of Indus-
trial Development, £1,584—agreed to.

Department of Public Works and Labour
{Hon. .J. J. Kenneally, Minister; Hon. H.
Millington, Minister for Water Supplies in
charze of the Votes.)
Works Buildings,

I'ote—Public and

£55,389:

THE MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES (Hon. ‘H. Millington—>t. Haw-
thorn) [9.48]: I regvet that the Minister
for Works i1s unable to introduce his BEsti-
mates to-night owing to ill-health, and ex-
press the hope that he will speedily be re-
stored to health. T propose briefly to deal
with the activities of the department dur-
ing the preceding year. The expenditure
was as follows:—From revenue, ordinary
public works and services in connection
with works and buildings, £49,206; from
revenue votes, for maintenance and other
charges including interest and sinking Lund,
aoldfields water supply, £128,36%: other
hydranlie undertakings, £47,095; from Loan
funds, £1,104,420, a total of £1,329,090, In
addition, £61,000 was expended by the de-
partment on works that were financed from
funds not provided for on the Estimates

1253

under my control. The main items of this
expenditure are as follow:—

Hospitals from cstablished hospital

fund . .. .. PP AL L% 3
Rebuilding cottages after goldficlds
riot .. .. .. .. H5.000
Commonwestlih grants, emyloyment
scheme . . 15,000
Miner works 12,316
£61,000

A comparison between the {otal fignres and
the total expenditure for the year 1933-4
trom all sources, namely £1,372,003, shows
an increase of £17,997, The principal works
undertaken by the department lost year
were—DBunbury  Harbour works, work in
connection with improvement of existing
accommodation and  further dredging,
£48,000; l'remantle Harbour works, con-
tinuation of permanent renewal work North
Wharf and Victoria Quay, £34,000; Beadon
Point jetty, reconstruction, £19,000: Gerald-
ton Harbour works, continnation of im-
provement work, £65,000; Isperance new
jetty, eompletion, £39,000; Swan River, im-
provements near Causeway, £18,000; Town
water supply, Collie, completion of new

reservoir, Mungallup scheme, £22,000;
Geraldtan, relaying  gravitation  main,
£13,000. In connection with Goldfields

Water Supply great progress has been made
with the renewal ol the main conduit, which
serves the goldfields and agrienltural dis-
tricts, and a sum of £280,000 has been ex-
pended during the year in this necessary re-
newal. At this stage I propose to make a
statement in connection with the Goldfields
Water Schenmie. I have jnst mentioned that
last year renewals from loan funds account
for an expenditure of £280,000 of loan
moneyv. Some people are under a misappre-
hension respecting the scheme. They have
«n ulea that the scheme haz been paid for
by users of the water, and that eonse-
quently concessions can be given not only
on the galdfields but also along the pipe line.
Applications are coniinually being made for
extensions, without any regard to whether
it is possible for those who require the ex-
tensions to finance them, te pay a rate cov-
ering inferest and sinking fund. Generaliy
it 15 azsumed that the scheme now stands
to the credit of the Treasury. Aectually the
scheme was first inaugurated in 1897-98,
about &7 venrs ago; and after four vears’
initial work it bescame earning to some ex-
tent. Tn 1902-3 the income was £24,133, hut
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the expenditure was £153,416, The greatest
amount earned in any one year was that
earned in 1913-14, a revenue of £255,076;
but even in that year there was a loss of
£46,905. Altogether the nm:nin loan capital
invested in the scheme amounted to
42,376,908, and the supplementary capital
invested in it was £615,876. Thus the total
cupital puat into the scheme mwmounted to

£2,092,781. The total earnings of the
scheme over all those years amounted to
£6,179,284; Dut the total annual cost
over those years rtan into £8,072,969.

The wet result—and it is just as well that
this should be understood—of a scheme that
is supposed to have paid for itself is that
up to the present there has been expended
a sum greater by £1,893,685 than that re-
ceived from the scheme. I give these figures
to dispel the erroncons impression that the
scheme is paid for. 1 bave already pointed
out that the scheme is responsible for con-
tinunal expense in the way of renewals. The
revenug earned last year was £198,696, but
nevertheless the loss was £8,233. Inde-
pendently of that, a sum of £280,000
was spent on the scheme last year;
and, further, it will be necessary to
spend a large amount, which will be dis-
closed when the Loan Estimates are being
discussed, on additional renewals in the pipe
line. It is wrong to assume fhat when a
scheme such as this has been installed, that
is the end of the cxpenditure. There is con-
tinual expense year by year; and therefore,
in spite of the great advancement made on
the goldfields and despite the faet that we
.sold considerably more water last year than
in previous years, the whole scheme still
shows a loss throughont the agricultural dis-
tricts supplied from the secheme. In many
instances it is impossible to eollect revenuc
from users of scheme water. T ask hon.
‘members when requesting extensions of the
seheme, and also hon. members represent-
ing dtstncts along the plpe line when asking
for concessions, to bear in mind that the
scheme, instead of being in credif, has still
to be supported by the Treasury, and that
-over the full period of vears the revenune
from the scheme has bheen exceeded by the
«expendifure on it fo the extent of nearly
£2,000,000. It is now proposed to extend
the scheme from Coolgardie to Norseman,
and the necessary temporary work for im-
proving the supply will cost £5,000 this
year. When Estimates dealing with the
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Goldfields Water Supply section are put
forward, further information will be ae-
corded.

Mr. Sampson: About what capaeity will
the Norseman reservoir have? 1 suppose
there wiil be a reservoir at Norseman, per-
haps a small tank.

The MINISTER FOR WATEK sUP-
PLIES: A large reservoir will not be neces-
sary. The pipe is of 10in, reduced to 8in.
after a cerfain distance. For the quantity
of water required by Norseman such a pipe
is considered sufficient, as well as for the
quantities required along the track. A re-
servoir of a few million gallons’ capacity
will suffice as a sort of make-weight. With
regard to agrieultural drainage and irriga-
tion works a good deal could be said, hut I
shall limit myself to a brief statement.
Many works taken in hand last year bave
heen completed. T would partienlarly refer to
the Cnllie irrigation works, Wellington dam,
which supplies irrigation water to the whole
of the Collie irrigation and Roelands dis-
tricts. The work was completed during last
vear at a total expenditure of £353,473—of
which amount £12,000 was expended during
that year. The Harvey River diversion,
giving an ontlet to the ocean, has called for
an expenditure of £30,000 this year. The
total expenditure on the diversion to
the 30th .June last was £311,555.
The Waroona drainage and irrigation werk
cost £30,000 and further progress with the
Harvey, Wagerup and Waroona compre-
hensive seheme for the drainage of thoese
arens cost £20,000. Other general drain-
age works accounted for £29,000 and minor
water supplies nand drainage in agrienl-
tnral areas, £21,000. The total expenditure
in connection with publie buildings, includ-
ing new buildings, additions and repairs,
was £97,000, while increased accommoda-
tion provided at the Midland abattoirs en-
tailed the expenditure of £35,000. The
expenditure on roads and bridges from
Loan funds totalled £158,000, some of the
larger works being—

£
Chidlow-York-road 11,000
Nannop-Auogusta-road 10,000
York-Bruce Rock-roai 15,000
Clackline-Piawaning-road .. 15,000
King - Kalgan - roar (A]ban\
Distriet) . 11,000

In addition to these figures, I may inei-
dentally refer to the fact that £506,000 was
spent on reconstruction, construction and
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maintenance of roads, the money for that
purpose being taken from (a) the Federal
Aid Roads Grant and (b) Traffic Trust Ae-
count, in accordance with the provisions
of the Traftic Aet. Of course that would
be in addition to the expenditure from
ordinary Loan funds. The money received
trom the Federal Aid Roads Grant comes
from the petrol tax, the Federal Govern-
ment allowing the State Government 2Vad,
out of every 7d. they collect on each gal-
lon of petrol. The Traffic Trust Aecounnt
represents the proportion allowed for main
road purposes under the Traflie Aet. Many
of these matters that I have dealt with
generally will be presented in more de-
tail when the TLoan Estimates and those
related to Business Undertakings are dealt
with. It will be realised that the Works
Department earries out building and other
structural work for other Government de-
pariments, and the expenditure involved is
taken mainly from Loan funds. Apart
from that, the activities of the department
are not very great. It will be on the Loan
Estimates that members will be able to
discuss the real activities of the Depart.
ment. I have pleasure in presenting the
Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Labour, £4,733, Arbitration Court
£4,370, Town Planning, £1,367, State Acci-
dent Insurance Office, £7 643—agreed lo.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Supply (No. 2), £1,500,000.
Without amendment.

2 Traffie Aet Amendiment.
With amendments.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER CONSUMPTION.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXI asked the
Chief Seeretary: 1, Is the Minister aware
that summonses are being issued for small
sums of arrears for excess water used by
householders since the commencement of
this year? 2, Does he consider it reason-
able that there should be given less than
seven days’ notice of the department’s in-
tention to prosecute, and the issue of a sum-
mons ten days later for small current rates
for excess water? 3, Are summonses being
issued fo all householders for water con-
siimed within the wmetropolitan area for—-
(a) amounts due as water rates, both in
arrears and eurrent; (b) current only: (c}

if not, why not?
The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. Summeonses are being issued only for

excess water charges aecrued to 30/6/1935
where consumers have failed to arrange with
the department for payment. 2, No. At
least seven days’ notice is given of inten-
tion to prosecute. Notice is nobt issued for
at least 14 days after the account is ren-
dered. 3, Answered by No. 1.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed Erom the previons day.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)

[4£37]: I am pleased that ihe Government
have (!eeided to continue this poriion of the
financial emecgeney legislation, because in



